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“Death: Judgment 1”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm. Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters. They do not represent any denomination.  
I have been asked by a good friend to write a letter concerning death. I wrote an article on Dealing with Death in 1998: http://livingtheology.com/Death.htm and I refer you to it for a longer coverage. I anticipate a series of maybe eight letters on topics relating to death. These will be closely related to the series of letters I did in 2012. First I want to discuss judgment that everyone will face following death. 
 
Many Bible verses teach of a final judgment such as Rev 20:11-15, Acts 17:30-31; Rom 2:5; Matt 10:15; 11:22, 24; 12:36; 25:31-46, etc. God has also brought earthly judgments such as the flood, the dispersion of the people from the tower of Babel, the judgments on Sodom and Gomorrah, on individuals (Rom 1:18-32) and on nations (Isa 13-23). God also brought judgments on angels (2 Peter 2:4). Peter reminds his readers of a judgment yet coming: “then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment,” (2 Peter 2:9). The writer of Hebrews informs us that everyone will die once and then there will be judgment: “And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment, so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.” (Heb 9:27-28)  This statement certainly removes the possibility of reincarnation since people are appointed to die once. 
 
Since every person will be judged, Christians need to understand when and where this happens and to whom it happens. The fact of a final judgment is very comforting to Christians as they know that the universe under the rule of God who is fair and just (Rev 19:2) and because: Now there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Rom 8:1). Those who serve Jesus Christ will receive rewards and those who do wrong will receive just consequences:
Col 3:23-25 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.  For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality.
There are variations in Christian belief systems as to how many judgments will occur. Dispensationalists generally believe that there will be three judgments: a judgment of the nations (Matt 25:31-46) to determine who will enter the millennium, a judgment of the works of believers (sometimes called the bēme judgment as referenced in 2 Cor 5:10), and a great white throne judgment at the end of the millennium (Rev 20:11-15). However there is no mention of entering into a millennium in the Matthew verses. My understanding is that there is no literal 1000-year reign of Jesus but a metaphorical reference to a long period of time. The “millennium” actually began with His rule after His resurrection (Heb 10:12) and will continue until His Second Coming. Therefore the Bible teaches only one final judgment. 
We cannot be certain exactly when the final judgment will occur although we can say that it will happen at the end of the present age. Peter writes that the heavens and earth that now exist are being kept until the Day of Judgment (2 Peter 3:7-12), and implying that the new earth and the new heavens will come into existence after the judgment (2 Peter 3:13). Other Biblical verses indicate that the judgment will be at the Second Coming of Jesus (Matt 25:31-32; 2Thess 1:7-10). Jesus did say that His coming will occur when the world will be in the same state as at the time of Noah: For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. (Matt 24:37)
We read a description of this time from God’s perspective:  “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” (Gen 6:5) and further in Gen 6:11-13). It also seems from Rev 20:12-13 that the judgment will follow the end of the present age:
“And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.”
The final judgment will be accomplished by Jesus Christ:
· 2Tim 4:1 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:
· Acts 10:42 "And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead.
· 2Cor 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
· John 5:22 "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son,
· John 5:26-27 "For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself; and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man.
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It is certainly appropriate that Jesus would judge for He gave His life and suffered the wrath of the Father for the sins of His people. The judging will also be done by angels (Matt 13:41-43) and by glorified Christians (1 Cor 6:2-3).
 
If the Lord so wills, we will continue this discussion next week. 
