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Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters. They do not represent any denomination.  
Eph 6:18-24 “With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, 19and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 21But that you also may know about my circumstances, how I am doing, Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will make everything known to you. 22And I have sent him to you for this very purpose, so that you may know about us, and that he may comfort your hearts. 23Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  24Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ with a love incorruptible.”

Prayer is the last item Paul brings to our attention in our spiritual war. We will elaborate a bit on this topic, but it is impossible to exhaust a discussion of prayer. Note that Paul tells us here that we are to pray:

1. In the Spirit
We are to pray in the Spirit because we do not know how to pray or for what to pray totally on our own resources or understanding.  
· Rom 8:26 “And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words;”
· James 4:3 “You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.”
We have to pray with the mind of God. Praying in the Spirit is yielding ourselves to God, so that we can be helped in our pondering of our requests to ensure that our requests are indeed in the will of God.

2. On all occasions
Note the intruding word “all” here. All occasions means all occasions!  Most Christians spend very little time each day in prayer and thus are missing out on a vital component of our preparation for warfare. Note what Paul wrote to the Thessalonians: “To this end also we pray for you always that our God may count you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power;” (2Thess1:11)

He said that they prayed for these Christians “always”. We should be praying specifically for other members of the congregation of believers. We should pray before and during every meeting that we have, every discussion with our children and/or grandchildren, every day as we leave work and go home that we may approach home in a Christian manner, before every meeting with anyone (whether unplanned or planned), for the persecuted Christians in some countries, for our missionaries, etc. If this seems like an impossible task, then that is good! Facing an impossible task means we must pray to the infinite, sovereign Lord of the universe. It is only with Him working in our lives that we can do the seemingly impossible as noted below. 
· Matt 19:26 “And looking upon them Jesus said to them, "With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”
· Luke 1:37 “For nothing will be impossible with God.”

3. With all kinds of prayers AND requests
These two words are not meant in a redundant sense. Requests are a subset of prayers. All requests are to be made in prayers, but not all prayers are requests. There is a very neat acrostic for the normal steps of a Godly prayer and that is ACTS. A is for adoration, C is for Confession, T is for Thanksgiving, and S is for supplication. It is the last word that is for our requests and certainly Jesus taught us to vocalize our requests to God in Matt 6:11. But our prayer life is VERY weak if it consists only of our requests.

4. Always pray for all the saints with alertness
In our Sunday School class and in our church service we are told of some specific prayer requests for fellow Christians and we certainly should pray for them always. Also note the word “alertness” in this aspect of our prayer.  To be alert for prayer needs is an obligation of ours in the body of Christ. If we don’t know anyone to pray for we certainly are admitting that we are not being alert for the needs of others. Prayers are to be specific and we can only pray specifically if we are alert to know of the needs of others. Note that Paul sent Tychicus so that the church members could know of the specific needs of Paul. Please do not ever be ashamed to let others know of your needs, for you would be sinning against them by prohibiting them from knowing what to pray specifically for you.

Paul closes this wonderful epistle by praying for his fellow brothers and sisters in Christ that they may have peace, love with faith, and grace (such can only come from God). But notice that he makes these prayer requests only for those who love the Lord Jesus Christ with an incorruptible love. The promises of God are not for everyone. If a non-Christian tries to apply Christian principles to his/her life, there will be no success. Those with an incorruptible love of the Lord Jesus Christ are those who have been born again by the power of God. Only these people will never fall away from God. Only these people will persevere throughout their lives and after death will see the Glory of God. This wonderful epistle is written only to those people. Please test yourself to make sure that you are indeed a person with an incorruptible love of the Lord Jesus Christ (2 Cor 13:5). Prayer is powerful because we pray to a powerful God who loves His children and acts on our behalf. 

To fellow Christians I pray for love, joy, and peace to be in your hearts and to be practiced in your lives in every second that God has given us to live here before we go into His glory forever. 

I want to close with this letter that was given to me today (6/8/03) by Sheryl Ketner who is a member of the Sunday School class that I teach.

                  We are part of the Fellowship of the Unashamed.
This letter found on a Zimbabwe Pastor's Desk who was martyred for his faith.
Transmitted from Denny Brown of The Mission.

We are part of the Fellowship of the Unashamed. We have the Holy Spirit power. The die has been cast. We have stepped over the line. The decision has been made - We are disciples of His. We won't look back, let up, slow down, back away or be still. Our past is redeemed; our present makes sense, our future secure.  We're finished with colorless dreams, tamed visions, worldly talking, cheap giving and dwarfed goals.
 
 We no longer need preeminence, prosperity, promotions, plaudits, or popularity.  We don't have to be right, first, tops, recognized, praised, regarded, or rewarded. We now live by faith, lean in His presence, walk by patience, are lifted up by prayer, and labor with power.

Our face is set, our gait is fast, our goal is heaven, our road is narrow, our way rough, our companions are few, our Guide reliable, our mission clear.  We cannot be bought, compromised, detoured, lured away, turned back, deluded or delayed. We will not flinch in the face of sacrifice, hesitate in the presence of the enemy, pander at the pool of popularity, or meander in the maze of mediocrity.

We won't give up, shut up, let up, until we have stayed up, stored up, prayed up, paid up, and preached up for the cause of Christ. We are disciples of Jesus. We must go till He comes, give till we drop, preach till all know, and work till He stops us. And, when He comes for His own, He will have no problem recognizing us...our banner will be clear. For we are part of the Fellowship of the Unashamed.

