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“Eph 6:14-17 Continuing: A Christian’s Armor”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters. They do not represent any denomination.  
We now continue with our discussion of the armor of God (Eph 6:14-17). There is no room in this letter to repeat those verses so please read them in your Bible. We previously wrote about the Belt of Truth, the Breastplate of Righteousness, the Gospel of Peace and the Shield of Faith. 

5. The Helmet of Salvation
Paul also writes regarding the helmet: “But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.” (1 Thess 5:8) In this letter to the Thessalonians, Paul is saying that our Christian hope (not like the world’s hope), which looks forward to our definite, complete salvation (glorification), is as a helmet. He means that this knowledge of the certainty of our ultimate victory keeps our minds clear and not confused in the face of fierce enemies. We will have setbacks, but our destiny is secure despite many persecutions also taught by Paul:
2Cor 4:7 “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassing greatness of the power may be of God and not from ourselves; 8we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; 9persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.”
Note that God’s Word promises that we will be afflicted in every way, perplexed, persecuted, and struck down. But we are not crushed, perplexed, despairing, forsaken, nor destroyed! This sure knowledge will keep us focused on the battle, and we know that we will be victorious because Jesus has already won the war!

6. The Bible as our Sword, Which is the Word of God
Now we come to an offensive weapon and it is the mightiest weapon in the spiritual war that we are fighting. The Greek word for “word” here is “rhema”, which means a specific portion of the word of God. To use this weapon, we must possess the “rhema” and the way to do that is to memorize Scripture. Remember the example of Jesus fighting Satan when He was tempted after fasting. Jesus fought back three times with specific quotations of Scripture saying “it is written” and against such a weapon Satan was defeated as noted below (underlining is mine).
Matt 4:4 “But He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.'"
Matt 4:7 Jesus said to him, "On the other hand, it is written, 'You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.'"
Matt 4:10 Then Jesus said to him, "Begone, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.”

Elaborating on the Word of God informs us of at least the following:
a.) It is Compelling
Only the Word of God can compel people to achieve real meaning in their lives. The greatest books on philosophy or any other topic other than God’s Word cannot touch our hearts and compel us to change from within. And even many wonderful books about God cannot compel us as the Word of God can. In all of my writings, I try to turn the reader to the Bible as the only inspired truth.
b.) It is Convicting
Many times I have finished a Biblical teaching and been told how meaningful and helpful the teaching was to a particular person because it touched them in their time of greatest needs. I take no credit for such reaction for it is God Himself who inspires me to write and talk about the topics and only He knows who is going to be present and has a need that particular teaching from His Word. Often I don’t specifically remember teaching the details for which the person is giving me credit. I can’t convict anyone for that is the work of the Holy Spirit. I am only an instrument of God lifting up particular passages and interpretations that He has taught me. Again, all credit and glory go to God.
c.) It is Comforting or Counseling 
Every Christian knows many instances in his life concerning the specific comforting of the Word of God. I could never finish writing a book of all of the times that I know about when He has comforted or counseled me through His Word. There are several passages in the Bible recounting how some Christians have comforted other Christians such as after the death of Lazarus: “and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary, to console them concerning their brother.” (John 11:19) Now every Christian is armed with the Word of God that can be used to comfort others and every Christian is able to privately go to the Word of God for that comfort that brings joy to his heart even in very challenging situations.
d.) It is Converting
No Christian can save anyone. Only God can cause that person to be born again into the kingdom of God. However, God uses His Word and His people to reach other people. How awesome it is to be privileged to witness a person being turned around by the action of God through His Word. I have seen people actually stop “dead in their tracks” as some Word of God has penetrated their defenses and then witnessed the awakening that can be seen in their eyes and their expression as they are born again. How awesome and humbling it is to see God work in a person’s life and then to have the responsibility to help disciple the person as we would help a physically newborn person learn to walk and otherwise use new physical abilities. The spiritually reborn person suddenly has the awesome power of God in his life and there is much for all of us to learn in this new kingdom into which God places us.
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Against the Word of God there is no defense. A good closing verse shows that only the particular Scripture that we know will be useful for us: “Thy word I have treasured in my heart, That I may not sin against Thee.” (Psa 119:11) We must make it a practice to treasure different “rhema” in our hearts each day. We definitely are never finished arming ourselves for the spiritual warfare we are to face every day that we live. There are many daily devotional books. Choose one and begin today to treasure God’s Word in your heart every day. 
