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“Eph 6:10-13, Watch for Satan’s Attacks”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters. They do not represent any denomination.  
Eph 6:10-13 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. (11) Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. (12) For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. (13) Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.

This is the second letter dealing with these verses concerning some interesting aspects of when and how Satan and his forces make their attacks.

Satan often attacks when a Christian is newly converted.
Probably most of us can say “amen” to that statement. I remember soon after my conversion that I discovered I was still susceptible to giving in to temptation and the thought came into my mind “Am I really a Christian?”  At first I thought that since I was now a child of God that I would be instantly spiritually strong and perceptive, but further study and prayer revealed to me that such is not true. We are certainly being changed, but we will never be totally free from the effects of sin in our lives until we are glorified. 
Satan often attacks when a Christian is afflicted.
The study of Job presents us with examples of misconceptions concerning trials in our lives. Job’s “friends” told him that bad things don’t happen to good people so his problems must be as a result of his sins. We can be sure that God has allowed our afflictions, but His reasons certainly are not always because of our individual sin. The Bible records that many of God’s saints suffered persecutions and afflictions such as: 
· 2Thess 1:4 “therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure.”
· 2Cor 6:4-6 “but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in much endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, 5in beatings, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger, 6in purity, in knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love,”
Afflictions can help us turn closer to God and to explicitly depend more upon Him.  In afflictions, as well as in any circumstance, we should always remember Rom 8:28, 29.

Satan attacks when a Christian has achieved some notable success.
I have seen this happen many times in my walk with the Lord. I would be on a spiritual mountain top and sometimes even praising God for a notable success in life and “wham!” here Satan comes again. I am sure that God allows Satan at me when I did not give proper glory to God for the success. I am also sure that even when I did give glory to God, God wanted me to know that we still had much to do and many wars still to fight. 

Satan attacks when a Christian is idle.
The sin of David and Bathsheba is a prime example of this truism. David should have been at war, but he was idle on his rooftop when he saw Bathsheba and fell into sin with her. We have all heard the phrase “idle hands are the Devil’s workshop” and such phrases certainly contain some truth. We should all maintain an active Christian ministry. 

Satan attacks when a Christian is isolated from other children of God.
We all need some earthly person(s) to whom we are accountable. We spent a year in Sweden where we had no formal church home, but God brought a missionary family to us so that we could have Christian fellowship in a pagan country. Instead of slipping in our spiritual growth, we actually grew spiritually as we learned as a family to depend more on God and we had the missionary family for more Christian fellowship. We should all maintain those relationships.

Satan attacks when a Christian is ill or dying.
A person dying often is physically weakened and this is a time when Satan may attack. I was present when my mother’s brother was near death and a “friend” of his was present talking about how much fun the evil times had been. I had the chance to talk to my uncle about Christ and how wonderful it is to be a child of God because of the work of Christ. 

Satan can also be very crafty in how he attacks, for he can attack in several modes:
· As a roaring lion.
1Peter 5:8-10 “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 
· As a friend.
Again the book of Job contains excellent examples of Satan attacking through Job’s “friends”. I am sure that many of the disciples considered Judas a friend and look how Satan worked in him. It is really disappointing to have “friends” turn on us, but in such times we can learn how to depend upon God and to recognize spiritual battles.
· As an angel of light
Martin Luther once said “when you look for the devil, don’t forget to look in the pulpit.” Many occasions have taught me that we must not follow a mere human. People can, and often do, disappoint us, but Jesus will never disappoint us or fail us in any way: “Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,” (Heb 13:5)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Satan and his evil forces are indeed very powerful, but remember that we serve God who created and rules over Satan. A good verse on which to end this section is the following: Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. (James 4:7) Our surest defense is our nearness to God. What will you do today to draw near to God? Pray? Study His Word” Witness to someone who is lost? Express gratitude for His blessings? Give Him the glory? 

