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“Forgiveness and Revival”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters. They do not represent any denomination.  
The recent event in Charleston, SC has led me to consider a different letter than the one I had prepared. The response of those Christians toward the one who killed their friends and relatives is truly inspiring to me. Those Christians in Charleston are reported in the papers and TV to have expressed their great grief over the killings, but many also told the killer that they forgive him and several of them asked God to have mercy on him. They reacted as all Christians should to that situation. Christians are told to forgive those who sin against them: 
· Matt 6:12-15 'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  (13)  'And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. [For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.]' (14) "For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. (15) "But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.
· Matt 18:21-22 Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" (22) Jesus *said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.

When Jesus was teaching His disciples how to pray He also told them that if they did not forgive others then their Father would not forgive them their transgressions (Matt 6:15). Of course Jesus was not teaching a works-based salvation but He was teaching that if they were not capable of forgiving others then their heart had not been changed and they were not in a proper relationship with God. So being able to forgive others is a gift of the Holy Spirit to every child of God and it indeed is a supernatural ability that Christians can and must exhibit. If God has forgiven you, then you should freely forgive others even though it may take some time before it can work its way through our natural human emotions. Jesus set the supreme example while He was being crucified: But Jesus was saying, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves. (Luke 23:34) 

The real problem in our country is not guns, race issues, or the wrong flag, or any other external problem. Those are important issues with which to be concerned, but the main problem is an internal problem: a matter of the heart as we are clearly told:

· Matt 15:18-20 "But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man. (19) "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders. (20) "These are the things which defile the man; but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile the man."
· Luke 6:45 "The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart.

What our country needs is not some political solution but a great revival with God changing the hearts of people. Our country would be radically different with such a change. Focusing on gun control or other social or political problems will not make a lasting difference. Unfortunately I notice already (6/22/2015) the news has shifted away from the victims’ family and friends expressing forgiveness to politicians and others asking for gun control, actions against racism, and removing the Confederate flag. It is too easy to focus on these issues rather than the real problem. We always need to differentiate between cause and effect. The effects or outcomes of sin are caused by sin natures that only God can change. 

All Christians should be praying for the relatives and friends of those killed as well as the killer and his family. It should also be our prayer that God will allow the killer to repent and express a true sorrow over what he has done so that he can become a witness for Jesus Christ to his fellow inmates and others. Hopefully God will use this Charleston event as a catalyst to bring about real change in this nation and to glorify Him. 
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Please join me in prayer for God to bless this nation with a revival for His glory. 

