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“Ephesians 6:10-13 Our Enemy  ”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters. They do not represent any denomination.  
Eph 6:10-13 “Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might. 11Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13Therefore, take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.”

“Finally” means that Paul is approaching the end of this letter. However the meaning of “finally” is not the same as we would say as we approach the end of the reading of an assignment in school that we really did not want to do! I have heard people say “Finally, he finished his speech” (I am afraid that I am guilty of thinking this after quite a few speeches that I have heard.) and this “finally” is not to be interpreted that way either! He is concluding the whole of the Epistle with these last few verses. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones wrote a 373-page book on these four verses and I strongly recommend it for your reading. The wonderful relationships Paul wrote about in Ephesians 5 and the first part of Ephesians 6 are impossible to achieve in this world unless we are prepared to fight the spiritual wars that we will encounter. The world tries to minimize this warfare or even to say that it does not exist, but the Bible tells us throughout its pages that this spiritual warfare is real and will continue until God calls an end.
 
Note that Paul also says that we must put on the full armor of God. It is not enough to just put on a chest protector without protecting the back (I certainly have been spiritually stabbed in the back a number of times in my life!). We can’t even leave our toes unprotected.  Have you heard about a 350-pound lineman benched by “turf toe”? Also note in verse eleven that we have to put on the full armor of God to just “stand firm” against the very worldly, wise ways of Satan. Without the full armor of God, we can be knocked backwards but with the full armor of God we are not promised to be able to make progress, but we can stand firm. Jesus Christ will win the war, we can stand firm and not allow evil to progress past us IF we put on the full armor of God. Of course there is a sense in which He has already won the war. Note that Paul repeats this promise of standing firm in verse 13.  

Paul tells us the mysterious truth about our life struggles in verse twelve.  People might ask, “Why can’t we see this struggle?” and you may review our discussion about how we are technically blind in the total electromagnetic spectrum. I am not saying that these spiritual battles are taking place in the microwave region of the electromagnetic spectrum, or any other particular region. I am just reminding us that there is a lot of this universe which we cannot see, and the spiritual realm is one of those regions. Although we cannot see them, we certainly experience them as verse 12 tells us. I do think that a lot of these battles are taking place using the regions of the electromagnetic spectrum in which radio waves and TV transmissions travel! There is much evil carried on the radio and TV wave regions and we can see and hear the force of these evils. 

Paul also points out in this verse that these battles are taking place in the world and in the heavenly places. We see a lot of the results of these wars in the physical wars and horrors occurring in this world. But we cannot see the causes of these wars and horrors. It seems like two movies (“The Maze” and “The Thirteenth Floor”) attempted to mimic the spiritual world’s battles affecting the “real” world and they leave us wondering, “What is real?” I have been writing a book for about 25 years on this topic of what is real. I may never finish it but I did publish it in 2007: “A Search for Reality”. Writing it and thinking about it have given me a lot of insight into our world and how forces are trying to manipulate our reality in favor of evil. 

The danger of such movies is that they may make us think that such talk about spiritual warfare is just “Hollywood”. The Bible consistently tells us throughout its pages that spiritual warfare is real. We must learn to recognize spiritual warfare. Many conflicts with people that I have had in my lifetime were spiritual battles, and when I realized that the battle was ultimately between Jesus and Satan then I could “stand firm”. An example of Jesus recognizing the source of conflict and reacting accordingly is recorded in two verses:

· Matt 16:23 “But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man's.”
· Mark 8:33 “But turning around and seeing His disciples, He rebuked Peter, and said, "Get behind Me, Satan; for you are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man's."”
We see that even though Jesus spoke to Peter, He was really talking through Peter to the Great Liar, Satan. Peter needed to learn to discern spiritual battles also, and Jesus helped him in a very dramatic fashion. On our own, none of us can have any success against these evil spiritual forces; only Jesus can be victorious.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The universe is God’s universe and Satan cannot do anything without God’s permission (Job is an excellent book to understand that concept, and there are many more examples in the Scripture). Our real enemy is not the equal of God, for Satan is a created being. Satan is not omnipresent, he is not omniscient, and he is not omnipotent. However, he is very powerful and Christians would be extremely foolish if they thought that they could fight Satan or one of his spiritual cohorts alone. In the entire Bible we are told of only six people who were directly tempted by Satan himself: Eve, Job, Jesus Christ, Judas, Peter, and Ananias. However he has many cohorts. In the next letter I plan to continue discussing the application of these verses. 
