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“Ephesians 6:1-4 Obedience in the Family ”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters. They do not represent any denomination.  
Eph 6:1-4 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth. And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
In the background of prevailing Roman law at the time, the Christian perspective was totally liberating for the children as they were lifted to a respected place in the Christian family. The first command that Paul gives is to obey one’s parents.  Obedience is at the heart of Christianity as we are to obey God.  Below are some Scripture verses illustrating the importance of this obedience: 
· John 14:15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”
· John 14:21 “He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him, and will disclose Myself to him.”
· 1John 5:2 “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments.”
Whomever we obey, it is him that we love. If we obey Satan, then we love him. If we obey Jesus, it is He that we love. We cannot say that we love Jesus and obey Satan. Disobedience is at the heart of all crime and sin. By “crime” I mean breaking a man-made law, and by “sin” I mean breaking a command of God. The Bible teaches that all crime is a sin, but not all sin is a crime. Homosexuality is a sin, but in this country it may not be a crime. Teaching obedience to our children can be done by example as well as by command. If we do not consistently obey God in our actions, children are quick to pick up on the fact that obeying God is not one of our high priorities and they often will be quick to mock that behavior in their lives. In any teaching of obedience of people to people, we must always remember the following: But Peter and the apostles answered and said, “We must obey God rather than men.”” (Acts 5:29) If a father tells his son or daughter to do something that is in disobedience to God, then the child must disobey his/her father. The point is that even though the father in the family is a picture of God in relationship to the church, the father is an imperfect example, and the family’s primary allegiance is to God. 
The second command that Paul gives is the fifth commandment regarding honor for the father and mother in the family. So how does “honor” differ from “obey”?  Honor is defined as: esteem, respect, reference, glory, and fame.  Synonyms are: homage, reverence, veneration, and deference. Homage is an expression of high regard.  Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion. Veneration is both the feeling and worshipful expression of respect, love, and awe, especially for one whose wisdom, dignity, sacredness, or age merits such attention. Showing deference means yielding to someone’s judgment or wishes. 
The Christian community tends to place the fifth commandment in a second category with our God-required interactions with others. However the Jews place this fifth commandment in the first category of our interactions with God, for teaching our children to obey parents is really teaching the child to obey God for the parents are under the authority of God. Paul is telling us that we are to teach children to obey their parents because this obedience travels up the authority line to The Father. 
So we can show honor to someone by obeying him. But we can obey someone without showing honor, for we can grudgingly obey someone. To obey in honor is our charge from God for that is also to be our attitude toward Him. We honor God when we honor our parents. I am becoming more sensitive about aging for as people age they should become more wise and more worthy of honor. The movies that depict older people as fools in the world are particularly loathsome to me. There is absolutely nothing funny about an older person being depicted as acting the fool in the world. Adding honor to obedience greatly enhances the command. So obey your parents with honor as to the Lord is the commandment here.
The other area of family interaction that Paul discusses is the role of the father toward his children. It is very important that Paul specifically uses the father in this role of discipline in the family for The Father also disciplines His children as noted in Heb 12:4-11. A child wants proper discipline; for such shows the child that the parent truly does love him. Children will sometimes “push the edge” to see where they will be punished and if they will receive punishment. Improper discipline will certainly push the receiver of such discipline to anger. A father’s discipline that is meted out after careful analysis of the situation and an interaction with the child that includes a discussion of the reasons for the discipline is certainly the proper way for a father to discipline his child. It is important to note that The Father never punishes His children for sins because all sins have been paid fully by the actions of Jesus Christ. However The Father does discipline His children for disobedience and for teaching. The distinction between punishment and discipline of God towards His children is very important. Sin in the life of God’s children can result in discipline and/or in consequences of the actions, but never in punishment. 
Notice that Paul says that we are also to bring our children up in the instruction of the Lord. We should teach our children to love God’s Word and to depend upon God’s instructions. The Bible is indeed the handbook for life, and it seems rather foolish to exist in this body in a world full of enemies and not study and apply the handbook. The Bible teaches us where to lay up treasures and how to minimize consequences and discipline as we walk in this world as His children. We are saved as children of God for walking in the works that He has prepared for us before the creation of time (Eph 2:10). When discipline does come, rejoice in it for it shows us that indeed we are children of God and He loves us very much, enough to send Jesus Christ to earth to live a perfect life for us and to give His life as a perfect payment for our sins.
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