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“Ephesians 5: 21-33: Family and the Church”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters. They do not represent any denomination.  
Eph 5:22-33 “Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 24But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. 25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; 26that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless. 28So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 30because we are members of His body. 31For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh. 32This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. 33Nevertheless let each individual among you also love his own wife even as himself; and let the wife see to it that she respect her husband.”

These verses all concern Christ and the church and how that miraculous relationship is displayed by the interplay between the husband and the wife in marriage. Because of the attack of Satan on the family it is critical that we understand the importance of the family. One of the best books that I have read on the Christian family and its connection to our relationships to God is the book by Larry Christenson (“The Christian Family”, Bethany Fellowship, Inc.).
Marriage was instituted by God (Gen 2:21-24; Matt 19:4-6). Since marriage is a holy ordinance, it is of the utmost importance. A violation in any way of the marriage covenant is a sin against Holy God. Also note that Satan did not waste much time in assaulting marriage as is recorded beginning in Gen 3:1. Satan continues to assault marriage as we have noticed in recent polls that there is not much difference in the divorce rate among people describing themselves as Christians or among those who do not say that they are Christians. Allowing “gay marriage” has just been approved in Ireland and 37 states and the District of Columbia in our country (as of April 2, 2015). The U.S. Supreme Court may rule in June that all states must allow such. Fornication (sexual relations with neither person married) and adultery (sexual relations in violation of marriage vow(s)) are also rampant in our country among Christians and non-Christians. Because God Himself instituted marriage and sexual relations, violations of both are especially repugnant to God and we must make extra special efforts to obey Him in these areas. 
Note that these verses in Ephesians begin with a command of subjection of their wives to the husbands “as to the Lord”. The wives’ subjection should mirror the subjection that they have to the Lord Jesus Christ and serves as a testimony to the world of her relationship to God. Then Paul tells us why in Eph 5:23, which he begins with the word “for”. Here we begin to see the picture that God has painted in marriage. The husband is the head of the wife in the sense that Jesus is the head of the church, and he goes on to say that Jesus is the Savior of the church body. 
In verse 24 Paul elaborates that the wife in subjection to her husband in everything is a demonstration of the church in subjection to Jesus Christ in everything. Next he commands husbands to love their wives just as Christ loved the church and died for the church. Christ took the sins of all of His people of all ages (the church) upon Himself so that one day the entire church (all of God’s children) will be presented to God as pure, holy, and blameless. 
Paul goes on to say that the man should love his wife as he loves himself in the sense that he feeds and takes care of his body in all ways in the same manner that Jesus takes care of the church. Husbands are to devote themselves to meeting all of the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of their wives. We then see the image that God has created: the husband is a model of Christ and the wife is a model of the church. Their interactions should be perfect examples of the interaction of Christ with His church. When the most important task the husband has is loving and caring for his wife, it is certainly easy for the wife to be in subjection to them. For the husband to love his wife as Christ loves the church, he must learn Christ as thoroughly as possible. 
Paul continues that this is a great mystery, which he has revealed. It is a reference to Christ and the church. From this revelation we can easily understand why God hates divorce (Mal 2:16) and this information gives us great comfort in knowing that God will never “divorce” one of His children from His church. My wife particularly lifts up verse 33 to the women in her Bible classes. She says that this verse speaks to the most important needs of men and women: for husbands to love their wives and for wives to respect their husbands. The greatest need for a husband is to be respected and the greatest need for the wives is to be loved. 
It was not easy for Christ to go to the cross for His church: “And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as Thou wilt." (Matt 26:39) Of course, it was not possible for Jesus to bypass this assignment since the cross was part of the plan of God from before the foundations of the world. “Good Friday” was a horrible day from both a human and a spiritual sense for our Lord, Jesus Christ. He endured a horrible death and the most horrible spiritual separation from the Father for the first time ever: “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?" that is, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" (Matt 27:46). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Cross happened on what we call “Good Friday” because it is good for the salvation of God’s people. Jesus went through all that horror for the church and we husbands are to be willing to do the same for our wives. We are to love our wives as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her. On Resurrection Sunday, we then celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ because the resurrection proves that the Father accepted the sacrifice of Jesus and that indeed Jesus is the Son of God. Also on Resurrection Sunday we should celebrate the Christian family as instituted by God in all the spiritual reality that it reflects. 
Praise the Lord!!
