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“Ephesians 5: 17-21”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters. They do not represent any denomination.  
Eph 5:17-21 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.”

Last week we discussed the first exercise involving wisdom: making the most of our time. The second exercise of wisdom that Paul instructs us to use is to understand the will of the Lord.
Understand the will of the Lord

Certainly part of knowing the will of the Lord is to study the Scripture, which reveals much of the will of the Lord for us.  However this command is in the context of wisdom so it probably means more than just the accumulations of knowledge from the Word of God.  The Greek word translated “understand” means to give the mind over to something so that it completely permeates our being. We are to know the way of the Lord and we are to use God’s wisdom in utilizing that knowledge as we walk in the world. We particularly need to know what God is doing in this time period that we share with Him in our physical form. We are also to know the spiritual gifts that God has given us and to use the faith (the enabling power of God) that God has given us to use our gifts to “get on God’s bandwagon” as some people say. There are many programs, Bible studies, books, Christian movements, etc. available in our space/time existence, but it is only by using God’s wisdom that we can determine how we should be using our time. So to “understand the will of the Lord” is a very complicated but attainable command, and one that God has given us the faith and wisdom to obey. We need to be alert, pray constantly, meditate on the Word of God, seek wisdom (James 1:5), and carefully weigh each opportunity that is put before us in our walk in this world. I fervently wish that I could say that I have always done that! However, I have not, and I have suffered needlessly because of my disobedience. Let us all renew our covenant to “Learn Him” and to understand His will. We also have the example of Jesus to follow: As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, (Col 2:6)

Be filled with the Spirit
Here is the third exercise of wisdom that Paul commands us to obey. Why do most people get drunk? I am not a sociologist, but it seems to me that most people get drunk because they want to escape from the situation in which they find themselves. Scripture warns us that people who practice drunkenness will not inherit the Kingdom of God: 
Gal 5:19-21 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,  idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,  envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

A Christian, upon feeling inadequate or afraid in a situation, should not turn to alcohol or drugs but to a renewed filling with the Spirit. Many misuse alcohol, but few are truly “filled with the Spirit”. First let us be clear about what “filled with the Spirit” is NOT. It is not a “second blessing” or baptism of the Spirit resulting in speaking in tongues as some claim. There is one legitimate baptism by the Spirit and that is when a person first becomes a Christian. This is the moment when the Spirit regenerates and unites a person with Jesus Christ. This is an event that occurs only once in a person’s lifetime.

The imperative tense of the verb means that this is a command for all Christians referring literally to a continuous filling. The verb tense is also passive meaning that Christians are to let themselves be filled with the Spirit. This is then to be a continuous uninterrupted filling that is initiated by God. It can be rejected but that would grieve the Spirit (Eph 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.) and is a reason that God gives this as a command to be obeyed. There are ten instances in Acts in which people are referred to as being filled with the Spirit and in each and every case the people immediately bore witness to Jesus Christ. This filling with the Spirit is a means to the end of our being totally illuminated in God as we studied previously in the Scripture:
Luke 11:36 “If therefore your whole body is full of light, with no dark part in it, it shall be wholly illumined, as when the lamp illumines you with its rays.”
A totally Spirit-filled child of God would be in total oneness with God in every second of every day and in each step of every path taken in the world. Of course none of us will attain that spiritual perfection until we are in the full presence of God. However, this is a command that we should all seek to obey during every second of our existence. What a difference the world would be if every Christian concentrated every day to be as filled with the Spirit as possible.  Every meeting we attend would be different, every interaction that we have with people would be different, and all the time that we spend with our family would be different; all because we would be different!!!!
Be filled with the Spirit!!!
Then notice the difference resulting from these exercises of wisdom. Paul says that we would always be:
1. Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.
2. Singing and making melody with our hearts to the Lord.
3. Always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, the Father.
4. Subject to one another in the fear of Christ.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Such a reaction is not based upon circumstances but is a reaction that always occurs. How very different we would be! What a transformation would occur in the world! 
