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“Light 3: Ephesians 5: 8-10”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters. They do not represent any denomination.  
Eph 5:8-10 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth), trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.

This is the third week of our study of these verses that describe believers as light in the Lord. We have contrasted that light with the darkness of the world without Christ, considered Light as a seed that produces righteousness and goodness, recognized that God’s Word is light that also brings wisdom, and we are commanded to live consistent with Jesus, who is the Light of the world. Believers are sons of light because God is Light. Therefore, the physical phenomenon of light leads us to truths about our spiritual condition of light. What more do we know about this phenomenon?
It is a Created Light

What is the meaning of the first verse we considered in our pursuit of understanding the word “light”?
Gen 1:3 “Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light”

To answer this question, we also remember we have seen that God is light:

1John 1:5-7 This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. (6) If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; (7) but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.

Even though the Word says that God is light, we know that Gen 1:3 does not mean that God created Himself!!! Also, even though Jesus said that He was light (John 8:12; 9:5; 12:46), the verse does not mean that God created Jesus at that point in time for the Trinity has always existed. This concept might belong to the following general category of secret things that we will not know until later: “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.” (Deut 29:29)

However, if we look at the next few verses in Genesis we see the following:

Gen 1:3-5 “Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. And God called the light day, and the darkness He called night. And there was evening and there was morning, one day.”

Some scholars have understood Gen 1:3 to mean this was the first time God let light reach the earth, but this is not what the verse says. To “let something be” means “to create it”. From all that we have studied, I very tentatively want to say that what God “let be” here was the very Glory of Himself that would be reflected by all of creation: For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. (Rom 1:20) The separation that He created was between knowledge of the true meaning of all of creation and the knowledge that man could discover on his own about the creation itself. 

Thus God Himself created a divide between a general revelation and a specific revelation of Himself. It is only those who receive the seed of light who can correctly understand the glory of God. He then set up the physical analogy of the two understandings as “day” and “night” that is consistently used throughout Scripture. What God established from the very beginning of creation is that understanding about who He is only can be understood by His specific revelation to those whom He regenerates and gives this light. The most brilliant of all people cannot develop that true understanding of spiritual things unless God Himself acts first to reveal them. 
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This creation of light and its separation from darkness is like a veil that God has placed before all creation, and it was only at the completion of the work of Jesus Christ that the veil was torn for those to whom He reveals Himself.  The following verses corroborate this interpretation.

· Mark 15:38 “And the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.
· 2Cor 3:15 But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart;
· 2Cor 3:16 but whenever a man turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.”

In summary then, the light that God created as He told us in Genesis 1:3 is the general revelation that looking at all His creation would show forth His glory. In essence He “painted” creation with His glory. The darkness is attributed to the work of Satan in blinding minds so those people cannot see the light:

2Cor 4:3-4 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, (4) in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

If the Lord so ordains, we will continue this discussion next week. 
