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“Light 2: Ephesians 5: 8-10”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters. They do not represent any denomination.  
Eph 5:8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth), trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.
Last week we began our examination of God’s word relating to believers being light in the Lord. The foundational change that occurs within a person who is born again and God’s imperative that we walk as children of light. We know that symbolically light is the seed that beings goodness and righteousness and truth. Light describes God’s Word and brings wisdom. We are admonished to walk as children of light. 

Walk in Light

From the following verse in Isaiah we learn that those who walk in darkness have no light, so the person who does not have light planted within him walks in darkness, obeys and participates in the evil of the world, and has no fear of the Lord: “Who is among you that fears the Lord, That obeys the voice of His servant, That walks in darkness and has no light? Let him trust in the name of the Lord and rely on his God.” (Isa 50:10)
This light is not just for our pleasure, but God has a purpose in giving us this light: “I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I will also hold you by the hand and watch over you, And I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations,” (Isa 42:6)
We who are the righteous, serve as a light to the nations, meaning that the wisdom and glory of God that He has placed in us will cause us be true leaders for others to follow the true God.
Jesus, the Light of the World

The Bible certainly contains analogies of this light with the sun and other heavenly bodies:

· Jer 31:35 “Thus says the Lord, Who gives the sun for light by day, And the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by night, Who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar; The Lord of hosts is His name:”
· Heb 1:1-3 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, (2) in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. (3) And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

Jesus told us that He was the light of the world while He was in the world: "While I am in the world, I am the light of the world." (John 9:5) After His ascension, His light continues through those who are His.
Believers are Sons of Light

Jesus also said that while He was here, they should believe in Him and they would become “sons of light”: “While you have the light, believe in the light, in order that you may become sons of light." These things Jesus spoke, and He departed and hid Himself from them.” (John 12:36)
Jesus also compared this “light” with the light of a lamp: “If therefore your whole body is full of light, with no dark part in it, it shall be wholly illumined, as when the lamp illumines you with its rays.” (Luke 11:36)

Of course, to have no darkness in our body at all would be a state of complete sanctification and we would be totally illumined (completely understanding all aspects of God). While this will not occur as long as we are here on this earth, we are becoming progressively more “light” as we are sanctified. 
God is Light

We even have the Word from God that He is light: “And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.” (1John 1:5)

[bookmark: _GoBack]This analogy seems to be that God has given the world light (general revelation) and to each of His children He has given a more special light (specific revelation). That “light” is not just a physical phenomenon but also a spiritual condition generated by God Himself for those who belong to Him in Christ. Since we know that this light functions as a seed in the life of a righteous person, what is brought forth from this seed is the very glory of God. This light is the very cause of the sanctification (bringing a person more and more into the very likeness of God) of the righteous. 

As we see ourselves as light to our families, friends, and acquaintances, we ae mindful of our responsibility as Christians in a corrupt world obligated to live consistently to please God.

If the Lord so wills, we will continue this topic next week. 

