Living Theology Friends1509
Leon L. Combs, M.A., M.Div., Ph.D.
 April 12, 2015
“Ephesians 5:3-7”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters. They do not represent any denomination.  
Eph 5:3-7 “But do not let immorality or any impurity or greed even be named among you, as is proper among saints; and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.” for this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with them;”
This section begins with the word “But”, so what follows would be in direct contrast to what had come before. Paul gives some examples of activities that should certainly not exist in our lives as saints. He ends these comments with a grave warning that people with such attributes will not be in the kingdom of God. The answer to world problems is not new social programs, but new people (meaning born-again people). The problem with people is their heart as we see in these two verses:
· Matt 15:18 “But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man.”
· Luke 6:45 “The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart.”

A born-again person has a new heart and with this new heart the following occurs: “for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.” (Rom 10:10) For the rest of our natural lives, the Holy Spirit works to bring us toward holiness in the process called sanctification. Paul states a few human traits that should not even be hinted as belonging to these born-again people, the children of God:
1. Immorality. This word is a translation of the Greek word “porneia” from which we get our word pornography. However its use here really refers to sex outside of marriage and in some translations is taken to be the word “fornication”.
2. Impurity. This has already been discussed in Ephesians 4:19 and means people who no longer conform to any type of moral imperatives. They continually seek to fulfill their lives with no concern for anyone else. Such behavior is one hallmark of a totally secularized person. 
3. Greed. This word comes from the Greek word “pleonexia” and literally means “the lust for more”. In Col 3:5 the same Greek word is referred to as idolatry because the outworking of this greed makes a god of whatever the person is greedily pursuing.
4. Filthiness. Some translators translate this word as “obscenity” and it refers to both indecent and offensive speech. A person exhibiting this trait would, just as an impure person, have no regard for moral standards. Nothing commands this person’s respect.
5. Silly Talk. This is sometimes translated as “foolish talk” and comes from the Greek word “morologia” and means one who talks as a fool. The reference is not to intelligence, but again with a person who has no regard for moral standards. This sort of talk would be uttered to ridicule the high moral standards of Christians. Many television shows have attempted to make humorous the drunkard, and this type of humor would indeed be silly talk.
6. Coarse Jesting.  Such talk would be examples of “double-entendre” or statements with a double meaning, especially when the second meaning is risqué. People making such statements think that they are extremely clever, but their conversation is “morologia”. 

These last three are certainly the usual manner in which an impure heart expresses itself in matters opposite to proper Christian behavior. Paul also discusses such behavior as unfitting of a born-again person in the following verses:

Col 3:5-9 “Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. For it is on account of these things that the wrath of God will come, and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them. But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices,”
In our Ephesians study we see that Paul tells us instead to give thanks. For what should we give thanks?  We should give thanks for God choosing us to become born-again people and giving us a pure heart, people whose sins have been paid for by Jesus Christ, and people who have had the righteousness of Jesus Christ put into their account via double imputation. 
Paul then gives us a grave warning pertaining to those people who exhibit the above characteristics. He calls them idolaters as they certainly are, and he plainly says that these people have no place in the kingdom of Christ and God. He then warns us to not be deceived by people who come to us with such empty words, words that make false promises. There are many people filling the airways with empty words today, and we must judge these messages by the Word of God.  God promises that His wrath will be upon these people, so we should not participate with them in any way. 
Here I am reminded of the following: “How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers!” (Psa 1:1) Note the sequence of events denoted in Psalms 1:1. The sequence starts when one walks with these people, it progresses to stopping and standing with them, and then ends with sitting with these people, implying a particularly close association with them. The following is also a verse that we should memorize and have our children and their children memorize: Do not be deceived: “Bad company corrupts good morals.” (1 Cor 15:33)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please always remember this verse from Psalm 1 and don’t be tempted by Satan to walk in the way of the wicked, thinking you are so strong that being associated with such people will surely not affect you for bad company surely corrupts good morals. 
