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“Ephesians 5:1-2”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters. They do not represent any denomination.  
Eph 5:1-2 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.
What a command the Holy Spirit gives us here through the writings of Paul! We are to be imitators of the Holy Father, the One Who is omniscient, omnipresent, omnipotent, Holy, Full of Glory, etc.! Theologians talk about two categories of characteristics of God: the communicable and the noncommunicable. The noncommunicable we certainly cannot share and I mentioned five of those above. Other noncommunicable aspects include self-existent, self-sufficient, and eternal. However even when we face the communicable aspects of God we run into some severe problems! Consider some of those communicable aspects of God: justice, wrath, wisdom, faithfulness, goodness, love, mercy, compassion, and forgiveness. These certainly are aspects of God that we should strive to have in our life, but God is perfect in all of them. Certainly part of the sanctification that the Holy Spirit is working in our lives is to be imitators of God in those communicable aspects. Here are some other relevant Scripture verses:
· Deut 18:9 “When you enter the land which the Lord your God gives you, you shall not learn to imitate the detestable things of those nations.”
· Heb 13:7 “Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.”
· 3John 1:11 “Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. The one who does good is of God; the one who does evil has not seen God.”

The first verse tells what not to imitate and a lot of those detestable things are practiced in our country today. Certainly as Christians we should pay careful attention to Deut 18:9 and carefully research every activity under consideration before exposing ourselves to it. We certainly cannot depend upon the world’s interpretation to completely base our decisions upon. Thus it is difficult for a Christian to find acceptable ways to spend time on relaxation and entertainment. I personally have begun to collect some of the old movies to provide us with acceptable entertainment. Such movies that stress the good aspects of humanity are certainly worthy ways for us to rest and be entertained for fairly short periods of time. I think that to know about the state of our country’s entertainment we should be aware of worldly explanations of events, but we should not subject our minds to those things that clearly would grieve the Holy Spirit.
The third quotation above, 3 John 1:11, is also excellent advice for living in a non-Christian world. I clearly remember quitting smoking when my son was about 2 years old. We were walking in the back yard together and I noticed that he was doing everything that I was doing. I suddenly realized that I was the main human that he was going to be imitating and I immediately quit smoking (that was 45 years ago). So we Christians need to be aware of this warning from the perspective of not imitating the evil that we see in the world. We should also be aware that someone may be imitating us, so we need to be very careful what we do so we do not cause in someone to stumble in their Christian walk.

There are also a number of Scripture verses from the apostle Paul to which we can refer when we are thinking about whom we can imitate. Here  are a few:
· 1Cor 4:16 I exhort you therefore, be imitators of me.
· 1Cor 11:1 Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.
· 1Thes 1:6 You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit,

Paul says that the people should be imitators of him and he is certainly worthy of imitation as he imitates Christ. Our primary task is to “imitate God” as we saw in Eph 5:1. Now Eph 5:1 also contains a “therefore” so we must understand the context of this verse. It seems that Eph 5:1 is directly referring to Eph 4:31-32 and that interpretation is reinforced by Eph 5:2. So what God through Paul is primarily revealing is that we should have the same forgiveness and love for each other as God has for us and in exactly the same way. Thus the imitation of God to which Paul is referring is a walk in love, the kind of love that God had for us while we were yet sinners. We only can have this kind of forgiveness and love if we ourselves have come to understand the holiness of God and our own unholiness. Remember what Jesus said at the end of “the Lord’s prayer”: "For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you." But if you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions. (Matt 6:14-15) These sentences are not a legalistic methodology for obtaining forgiveness from God, but they are a statement about the only kind of heart that can truly forgive others. If we have “come to the foot of the cross” in the full meaning of this phrase (see preceding writings on Ephesians regarding forgiveness), then we know that as sinful and hopeless as we were, we have been forgiven and we have been set free from any lasting self-condemnation. In that state, we have a new heart, we have been born again, and then we really are able to forgive others who transgress against us.

The word Paul used that is interpreted “imitate” can also be interpreted “to mimic”. To imitate someone we have to spend time with that person and carefully observe all of his/her actions and reactions. In this dispensation that means we must spend time reading the Word of God, praying to God so that He may work changes in us, and spend time meditating on Scriptures to let the verses truly transform us: “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Rom 12:2) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Especially on Resurrection Sunday, let all of us meditate on the words of God and imitate Him as demonstrated by Paul who imitated our Lord. 

