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“Ephesians 4:25-28”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters. They do not represent any denomination.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Eph 4:25-28 “Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth, each one of you, with his neighbor, for we are members of one another. Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not give the devil an opportunity. Let him who steals steal no longer; but rather let him labor, performing with his own hands what is good, in order that he may have something to share with him who has need.
The Greek word translated “falsehood” literally means “the lie” and is also used in 
Rom 1:25 “For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.”

The use of the word in other such places and its context here indicate that “falsehood” does not mean just any lie, but “the lie”, meaning that it pertains to the opposite of the truth as we have seen only comes from Jesus Christ.  So we should not speak regarding any false religion, but only of the truth of Jesus Christ.  The “therefore” also reinforces this interpretation as it refers back to all that Paul has been teaching prior to this and that has to do with the putting on the new self, which is created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.  The word “neighbor” refers to anyone with whom we interact. Each of us should speak this truth of Jesus Christ with everyone with whom we come in contact because all Christians are members of the same body as Paul has taught clearly before.  In other words, the entire world should hear the same truth about Jesus Christ coming from each member of the invisible church. Of course this requires that all Christians are properly taught the truth of the doctrines of Christianity. 
Next he tells us that we can be angry, but we must not sin.  Certainly anger itself is not a sin if it is righteous anger as Jesus expressed in 

· Matt 21:12-13 “And Jesus entered the temple and cast out all those who were buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the moneychangers and the seats of those who were selling doves. And He said to them, "It is written, 'My house shall be called a house of prayer'; but you are making it a robbers' den."
· Mark 3:4-5 “And He said to them, "Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save a life or to kill?" But they kept silent. And after looking around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, He said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored.”

However, most of us seldom have real righteous anger.  Usually our anger is rooted in our pride, personal feelings, and our self-image. When this type of anger is expressed it can lead to malice, slander, and other sins.  We must not let this type of anger express itself in sinful attitudes or actions toward others.  To be kept into the night means that we would be seething in that anger and thinking of vengeance, which is certainly giving the devil a great opportunity to bring forth a sinful response toward others later.  So we must recognize WHY we are feeling anger and deal with the root cause(s) of that anger quickly and effectively.

Paul continues to deal with sinful natural occurrences of our pre-conversion selves and what we should be doing to replace such sinful actions in our lives. The New Testament is clear that people who habitually continue to practice certain things are simply not Christians such as:

1Cor 6:9-10 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, (10) nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.

We see in this list a mention of thieves that Paul addresses in our Ephesians study. If a person persists in stealing, he is proving that he is not a Christian. A Christian may fall into temptation but a person who persists in stealing is proclaiming that he is not a Christian. Whereas before salvation we stole, we are to steal no longer. Carefully consider also what is stealing for you might not think that you steal when you do. Taking someone else’s ideas as our own is stealing as is taking credit for some work that should be accredited to someone else. Paul then gives us the positive aspect of our new life that must replace that former sinful manner.  Instead of stealing we should now do good work.  He also gives us the reason for our doing the good work:  so that we will have something to share with people in need!  We are not to do good work to build up mansions of glory for us here on earth as a worldly person reasons, but we are to do good work so that we can share with those in need.  What a change in attitude!

The Gospel message is for those who have sinful habits as mentioned in 1 Corinthians 6. After one is born again he may fall into temptation but he will immediately repent and make sure that he does not repeat the offence against the Holy Spirit. The truth of Jesus Christ indeed does set us free from the tendency and desire to practice any sins. 
John 8:31-32 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; (32) and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free."

But notice that we must continue in the word of Jesus, meaning that we immerse ourselves in His word and apply it to all areas of our lives. 
