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“Ephesians 4:20-24”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters. They do not represent any denomination.  
Eph 4:20-24 “But you did not learn Christ in this way, if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.”
To what is Paul referring when he says “….. in this way”? He is talking about an intellectual pursuit.  Most people think of learning a religion by an intellectual pursuit where they study books and study about the spiritual leader by studying under one of his followers. However the Greek word that Paul uses here that we interpret “learn Christ” means to literally “learn a person” rather than to learn about a person.  Christians don’t spend their time learning the historical Jesus or studying about Jesus. We learn Jesus, just as you learn your son or your dad.  You don’t read a diary about what your son did during the day to learn your son. You spend time with him, interact with him, and really try to learn him and not about him. I spend my life learning my wife, not learning about her. Again, I don’t read a daily diary of her activities. I spend time with her, interact with her in various situations, go through good and hard times with her at my side. I am learning her. In exactly the same way we learn Jesus.
Next we note that Paul says that “you have heard Him”. Some translations say “of Him”, but the word “of” is not in the Greek text. To whom is Paul talking? He is talking to several churches that were started after the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. So how did they hear Him?  They heard Him the same way that we hear Him. Most non-Christians have heard of Jesus, but only God’s children have heard Him. We hear Jesus though the Scripture and through the proper exposition of the Word of God in Biblical preaching. A spiritually dead person cannot understand this, but we do for many times we read the Bible or hear some teaching or preaching and know that we are hearing Jesus Himself. This is supernatural and only can be discerned by those who have been truly born again.  
The next unusual phrase that Paul uses is “taught in Him”. We don’t hear that in worldly conversations. What we hear is “taught about him” or “taught by him”, but Paul clearly says “taught in Him”. It is though Christ is the school in which we are taught or Christ Himself is the medium through which we are taught. John Stott said regarding this passage “when Jesus Christ is at once the subject, the object, and the environment of the moral instruction being given, we may have confidence that it is truly Christian.” He also states here that truth is in Jesus, so we cannot know truth apart from Jesus. We Christians start with the premise that “In the beginning, God”. From that starting point all events point to Jesus and it is as we learn Him that we learn the truth.
Now Paul gives us some positive actions that we can take. Note that he says that our old self “is being corrupted ….”. I would prefer that he had said “was being corrupted”, but he did not say that. So even as we learn Him, our old self is still being corrupted by our worldly environment.  He then gives us some excellent God-breathed advice. We must forcefully lay aside the old self.  That means that we stop feeding it with our worldly environment. We purposefully push aside the worldly influences that are further corrupting our old self.  
Now we don’t just take care of the negative, we have to build in its place the positive. If we think that we can learn Him by just trying to clean up our life ourselves then we are badly mistaken. I am reminded of the story told by Jesus in the following:
Matt 12:43-45 “Now when the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes through waterless places, seeking rest, and does not find it. Then it says, 'I will return to my house from which I came'; and when it comes, it finds it unoccupied, swept, and put in order. Then it goes, and takes along with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first. That is the way it will also be with this evil generation.”
This is the picture of what happens to a person who just decides to “clean up his/her act” and “be a better person”. The house is cleaned, swept, and put in order, but the “house” is not occupied by the Holy Spirit. The person then becomes worse than he/she was in the beginning. So, of course, we first must be born again. Then, having been born again, we with the help of the indwelling Holy Spirit begin the process of denying growth to the old self. Simultaneously we begin another process as stated in verse 24. There are several other excellent Scripture verses to correlate with this one and here are two of them:
· Rom 13:14 “But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.
· Rom 6:13 “and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]We must purposefully put on the new self. This new self is in the likeness of God and has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth!  Wow! This statement also reminds me of “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.” (1 John 3:2) A Christian is not just someone practicing self-actualization or being an active member of the human potential movement. A Christian is a born again person who, because of the desire for the inevitable result of a Holy Walk here puts off the old and puts on the new. This new self is the likeness of Jesus Himself!  So how do we put that on?  We learn Him!!!!  
