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“Eph 4:14-16”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters. They do not represent any denomination.  
Eph 4:14-16 “As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.”
Paul starts this sequence with “As a result”, so we must ask “As a result of what?”  The answer goes back to the preceding verses. As a result of Jesus having given each child of God a gift to be used to help do the work to build up the invisible church to the unity of Christ, we then should be very different from the people of the world. Many people jump on every different spiritual idea that comes along (every wind of doctrine). People in large congregations are told that God wants them to be rich and to be physically healed. Large television ministries preach with trickery and lies and with Scripture quoted out of context. The appeal that God wants all His children to be rich and successful is overwhelmingly attractive and the deceitful scheming of some very bright, greedy men standing in pulpits misleads many people. Many people seem to be Christians and seem to be very enthusiastic about Bible study and applying the Word of God to their lives but only a fraction of those people really “stick with the program. There are many worldly attractions that tempt people to put Christianity in a back seat but a Christian is a person who has been born again and he/she must put that new life as top priority. 
Regarding worldly teachings, we must always remember the following: “See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. (Col 2:8) In these verses Paul begins his frontal attack on the false teachers.  He starts this section with “see to it”, which is a command. Taking captive is a term used in the military to mean taking away for imprisonment, and Paul is warning them that these false teachers intend to take them into spiritual captivity so that they will be isolated from the truth of Christ. Although this is the only place in the NT where the word philosophy is used, Paul is not condemning philosophy in general for the word literally means “love of wisdom”. What he is condemning is the philosophy taught by these false teachers. This false philosophy is based upon false wisdom. He characterizes it by saying that it is empty, deceiving, according to the tradition of men, and the elementary principles of the world. Saying that it is empty, or hollow as some translations state, means that it has no substance. When Paul says that it is deceptive he means that it attempts to present a false ideology. Truth only comes from reality and ultimate reality is only from God. So any philosophy that is not based upon God’s principles is not from reality and hence is false. The tradition of men could mean some of the oral traditions of the Jews or, more likely, the pagan theories prevalent in this time period. 
The “elementary principles” of the world can mean either the basic principles taught in schools or the principles from supernatural spirits thought by many to direct the stars and the meanings of the arrangement of stars (what we might call today astrology). It is likely Paul means the second possibility for, in Col 2:18, we will see that the false teachings involved angel worship. Paul then compares this false philosophy with the principles revealed by Jesus Christ. All philosophies and other teachings must be compared with the truth that God has revealed to us in His Son.  

There are many charlatans in the world making promises they say are based upon God. Don’t be misled, but Eph 4:15 tells us to speak the truth in love. If something doesn’t sound right, check it out with the Scripture and/or with a teacher and then if an opportunity presents itself speak the truth in love. This verse also tells us to mature unto all aspects of Jesus Christ. 

Now let’s pay special attention to the next verse (Eph 4:16). The “body” here is, of course, the invisible church and we see again how it is a living organism. Each “individual part” is each true believer who has received a gift that is to be used and the “proper working” refers to believers using his/her gift(s) for the benefit of the entire church. The total church can only function properly when each child of God properly uses his/her gift(s). If a child of God who has been gifted as a teacher does not teach the entire body suffers. Here is another relevant Scripture regarding the unity of believers: "So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another." (Rom 12:5)

As fellow members of the Body of Christ, we are all interconnected and we must think that way in all that we do. Please take time to read, or read again, the following article regarding the gifts of Christians: http://livingtheology.com/HolySpiritII.htm 

