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“Eph 4:7-13”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters. They do not represent any denomination.  
We now continue our study of Ephesians:

Eph 4:7-13 “But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift. Therefore it says, "When He ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives, And He gave gifts to men." (Now this expression, "He ascended, “what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.) And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.”

Paul begins with the conjunctive “but” to emphasize that he is still referring to the unity of the church but now from a different viewpoint. There is unity in the church but each member is given different gifts so the unity may appear varied among all the members. We will not spend much time on the gifts here because we have discussed them in great detail elsewhere (http://livingtheology.com/HolySpiritII.htm). It is important again to emphasize that Christ measures the gift, and that each child of God is given grace according to the measure of Christ Himself. Paul is referring to a verse in Psalms where we are told that Jesus received gifts for men: You have ascended on high, You have led captive Your captives; You have received gifts among men, Even among the rebellious also, that the LORD God may dwell there. (Psa 68:18) In Eph 4:8 Paul states that Jesus gave gifts to men, and in the Psalm we are told that He received gifts among men. The same Person receives and then gives. The Holy Spirit is informing us that all gifts for the church come from and through the Lord Jesus Christ. The Father gives them to the Son according to His completion of His mission from the Father and Jesus then gives them to the church through the work of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 12:11). 

A reference to the difference between Hades and Abraham’s bosom is found in: “And in Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away, and Lazarus in his bosom.” (Luke 16:23) Verse 8 of Ephesians 4 has been interpreted that when Jesus ascended to Heaven He set free from the Bosom of Abraham all the saved people of God of all ages past (a host of captives). This interpretation refers to the time before the accepted sacrifice of Jesus when the saved people went to the bosom of Abraham and the lost people went to Hades. When Jesus ascended to Heaven, this acceptance of the ultimate sacrifice released the people from the bosom of Abraham to go to Heaven with Jesus. The bosom of Abraham is NOT purgatory, but was an intermediate state for the children of God before the accepted sacrifice of Jesus.  So at the ascension of Jesus the children of God went with Jesus to heaven, and Jesus gave gifts to the living children of God comprising the invisible church. 
Eph 4: 9, 10 are in parenthesis because they are not in the oldest manuscripts and may not be in your translation. These verses emphasize that Jesus was always in heaven and that He descended to earth to do the bidding of the Father and then ascended to complete the purposes of God. The descending does not refer to Jesus going to Hades after His crucifixion but to His descending to earth at His incarnation. Upon the completion of His task on earth at the command of the Father, Jesus then ascended to the throne of God. A similar statement is given by John: "No one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from heaven: the Son of Man.” (John 3:13) Many people understand these verses and 1Peter 3:18-19 to mean that Christ preached to the people in hell after His crucifixion. They add to the Apostle’s Creed that Jesus descended to hell, but that is not the proper interpretation. For a full explanation of the Apostle’s Creed, please see my article at http://livingtheology.com/ApostlesCreed.html. 

Eph 4:11 makes it clear that God did not give the same gifts to each of His children. “He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers” clearly says that the gifting is according to the measure of Christ and verse 12 clearly states the reason these gifts are given. They are given not to lift up any particular person (other than Jesus) but for the equipping of God’s children (the saints) for our work of service to God AND for the building up of the church (the body of Christ).

Eph 4:13 tells us when the use of the gifts in the church will be finished! It will all be over when we all achieve unity of the faith and of the knowledge of Jesus. When will we be mature according to the measuring rod of the fullness of Jesus Christ?  It will be when we die or when Jesus comes again, whichever comes first.  In other words, these gifts are for us to use while we are on earth and will not be needed when we pass from this earth. As God works in our lives to sanctify us individually and build up His church, the question of what has eternal value arises. Paul answers this question in one of his letters to the church at Corinth:
1Cor 13:8-13 “Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part; but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away. When I was a child, I used to speak as a child, think as a child, reason as a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully known. But now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Why is love the greatest of all three?  It is because love survives with us into forever.  We will not need faith or hope since we will be in the presence of God and we shall then know fully.  Praise God! So while we are here in this earth we live to please and glorify Him, safe in His love and empowered through faith and spiritual gifts to serve Him. 

