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“Have a Blessed New Year”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters. They do not represent any denomination.  
Praise the Lord we do not know what this next year will bring into our lives! There probably will be sorrows as well as glad tidings and I often think it is a blessing that we do not know what is coming. Jesus knew that we had a tendency to worry about the future so He told us: Matt 6:34 "Therefore do not be anxious for tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. We serve a sovereign God whose ways we cannot know: Ecc 11:5 Just as you do not know the path of the wind and how bones are formed in the womb of the pregnant woman, so you do not know the activity of God who makes all things.
As Christians we are called to walk in the world under the leadership of our King, Jesus Christ. Our walk in the world is similar to that of Abraham as we are not told where we are going but we are told to “trust and obey”:
Gen 12:1-3 “Now the Lord said to Abram, "Go forth from your country, And from your relatives And from your father's house, To the land which I will show you; 2And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing; 3And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed. 
The verse below was for Joshua and the Israelites as they were entering a new land that was promised to them: “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9) We also are following the Sovereign Lord of the Universe as we walk into a new year.  Does God still promise to go with us? Of that there is no doubt as seen in the following: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” (Matt 28:19-20)

Since Jesus promises to be with each of us, even to the end of the age, there is nothing to fear but God Himself:
· Matt 10:28 “And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”
· Psalm 27:1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The Lord is the defense of my life; Whom shall I dread?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our sovereign God knows all of our activities so He is always with us: You scrutinize my path and my lying down, And are intimately acquainted with all my ways. (Psa 139:3) God has prepared a path for each of His children: For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. (Eph 2:10) God has also provided us with wisdom and guidance for walking in those paths:
· Psa 16:11 You will make known to me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures forever.
· Psa 27:11 Teach me Your way, O LORD, And lead me in a level path Because of my foes.
· Psa 119:35 Make me walk in the path of Your commandments, For I delight in it.
· Psa 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet, And a light to my path.
In line with the above Scriptures we only need to pay attention to Peter’s advice:
1Peter 1:13-16 “Therefore, gird your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, 15but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 16because it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy."”
With our eyes fixed on God’s promises we should cast off all the former sins and commit ourselves to the process of sanctification as we cooperate with God’s works in our lives: Phil 2:12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; Of course we will not be totally sanctified until we are in our glorified body, but our focus here is on cooperating in that transformation and seeing the change in our lives as we turn away from temptations and follow holiness which often the world calls foolish.
The above verses are appropriate for us all.  Each hour of each day we should be focused on the grace promised us in our lives, at our death, and at the second coming of Jesus Christ:
· Rom 5:17 For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.
· 1Thess 5:23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
So let us all go forward in this New Year with the following firmly in our minds as we learn to be content as did Paul: Not that I speak from want; for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. (Phil 4:11) Most of all, keep a heart of gratitude for God’s many blessings and our hope of eternity in Christ: “Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5) We have courage for whatever lies ahead with confidence in God’s sovereignty to bring about all good things for us: And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. (Rom 8:28). 

