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“Eph 4:4-6”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters. They do not represent any denomination.  
Paul now writes of seven “ones’ that need some elaboration: 
Eph 4:4-6 “There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.”

1. One Body
The word “body” here is a metaphor for the church.  There is only one true church and we are going to see many aspects of it.  It is organic in the sense that it has been growing since Adam and Eve.  It consists of many different parts that must all work together for the entire organism to function properly.  We will see more about that later, but for now the point is that there really is just ONE true church (the invisible church made up of true believers of all time).  The visible church consists of believers and non-believers, and many different denominations, but there are spiritual aspects of The Kingdom that cannot be seen.
2. One Spirit
Of course here Paul is talking about the Holy Spirit, and he is saying that we are one church because there is one Holy Spirit at work in the church giving gifts and working to sanctify the members and bring forth the spiritual fruit in and through each of them:  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. (Gal 5:22-23)
3. One Hope
This word does not mean the same thing at all in every day use as it does in Scripture. We use the word in conversation to mean that “it would be nice if so and so happened” or “I would like it if so and so happened”. Usually there is no certainty at all that the event will actually happen. I might say that I hope Joe will get well.  But all that use of the word “hope” usually means is that it would please me greatly if Joe got well. It may mean that I would like for Joe’s sake for him to get well. But here the word “hope” carries no certainty at all. However the Scriptural use of the word “hope” is entirely different. “I hope that I will go to heaven” means that I know that I will go to heaven and my hope is a certainty built on the promises of God Himself. As a Christian, I can say I hope that I will get physically well here for I have no Biblical assurance that I will be physically healed here. But when used in connection with our heavenly home, the hope of our calling is a certainty because it is based upon the work of Jesus Christ and the promise of God Himself as we have seen in previously (Eph 1:4). So the hope of our calling is a certainty. Praise God!!
4. One Lord
One Jesus Christ and that Jesus is the One defined by the Bible and not by any other extra-Biblical material. The problem of preaching or teaching another Jesus from the One taught by the apostles had already appeared in the time of Paul: “For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.” (2 Cor 11:4)
Some religions teach a Jesus different from the Jesus of the Bible.  Many people have been and are teaching a different Jesus, but there is only One Lord Jesus Christ. If you believe that Jesus did not die physically on the cross, then you don’t believe in the real Jesus Christ. If you don’t believe that Jesus was resurrected physically from the dead, then you don’t believe in the real Jesus Christ. If you don’t believe that Jesus was and is and has always been God, then you don’t believe in the real Jesus Christ. If you don’t believe that Jesus is the only way to the Father, then you don’t believe in the real Jesus Christ. There is only One Lord!
5. One Faith
Here Paul is talking about the essence of our belief. Not a self-confidence that we developed after doing some study, but a supernatural faith that was imparted to us by God Himself and that was authored by Jesus Christ Himself: “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Heb 12:2) So only this faith is a gift from God.
6. One Baptism
Here Paul is talking about our public identification as a disciple of Jesus Christ and not any mode of baptism. He is saying also that there is no “second blessing” but that there is only one baptism. We have made a public identification that we are now separated from the world and are now disciples of Jesus Christ. We move on from there to mature as His disciples.
7. One God of All
[bookmark: _GoBack]There is only one God revealed to us in three persons: Father , Son, and Holy Spirit. We are not polytheists. We are monotheists. God is three-in-one, which is His nature, but He is also One.  He also is the same God over all people – Jews, Gentiles, free, slave, men, women, even unbelievers for there is no other God. Failure to acknowledge Him dos not relieve anyone of responsibility to Him for He is sovereign over all.  The church is God’s church, God is the One Who works in the church, and it exists for His glory.
Praise God!

