Living Theology Friends1440
Leon L. Combs, M.A., M.Div., Ph.D.
 December 7, 2014
“Ephesians 3:20-21”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Eph 3:20-21 Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, 21to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.
Paul closes this section with a great benediction that comes down to us meaning to all generations forever.  The first thing Paul writes is that God is able to do something. The ability to do something separates God from idols. One proof of God’s existence is that He can act whereas idols can do nothing, not even evil. Isaiah calls them a block of wood: 
Isa 44:18-19 They do not know, nor do they understand, for He has smeared over their eyes so that they cannot see and their hearts so that they cannot comprehend. (19) No one recalls, nor is there knowledge or understanding to say, "I have burned half of it in the fire and also have baked bread over its coals. I roast meat and eat it. Then I make the rest of it into an abomination, I fall down before a block of wood!"

The second thing Paul writes about God is that He is able to do what we ask. It is important that we pray although James writes about praying wrongly: You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures. (James 4:3) There are also verses that teach us to pray frequently and with confidence such as: Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight. (1 John 3: 21-22) We can have confidence in our prayers if we keep God’s commandments and do what is pleasing to Him. Paul also states that God even acts beyond what we ask and He knows what we need to do the works He has for us: For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. (Eph 2:10) 

God has those good works for His children and there are many examples in Scripture. Abraham was called by God when he was a pagan living in Ur of the Chaldeans. God told him that He would make him into a great nation. Abraham could not have possibly understood the full meaning of that promise. Perhaps he thought that he would have some children, and he would have prayed repeatedly for God to give him children. God would eventually give a son to Abraham and Sarah in their old age. But the promise far exceeded anything Abraham could have understood: indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies. (Gen 22:17) 

Spend some time thinking about how God brought His people out of slavery in Egypt by acting through Moses for he also could not have known all the miracles of God to make the Exodus possible. Certainly Moses also would testify that God is able to do exceedingly abundantly beyond all that we ask or think. David could similarly testify about the acts of God in his life that would continue into the future though his descendent, the Messiah (2 Sam 7:18-20; 22). 

The word Paul uses that is translated above as immeasurably is a word coined by Paul that can mean infinitely more or far more abundantly. Many of the acts for Abraham, David, and Moses were measurable but many, such as the works through the Messiah are immeasurable as they continue to infinity. Paul is seeing beyond any earthly blessings to the acts of God through eternity. 

Note that this benediction says that God is able to do beyond our understanding of what He can do through the power that dwells within us, God Himself. We will never fully understand all that God is doing through us for He is infinite and His works go into eternity. Our salvation begins that wonder in our lives for we were resurrected from being spiritually dead: And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. (Eph 2:1) From that point on, Christians are indwelt by the Holy Spirit:

· 1Cor 3:16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?
· 2Cor 6:16 Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.
· Eph 2:19-21 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, (20) having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, (21) in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord,

This power of God lives within us and cannot be adversely affected by any other power, so we should praise God continually as we see some of His acts in our lives and in the lives of fellow Christians.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We cannot add anything to this but to end as did Paul: to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.





