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“Ephesians 3:17b-19”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Eph 3:17b-19 ; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.”
I finished the letter last week with Eph 3:17a because that portion signaled an end to the previous thought from Paul. Now he continues with some other observations in his prayer for the Ephesian Christians. Note that Paul’s petitions are only for Christians and they are for all Christians. These people had already believed in Jesus and had been sealed by the Spirit. The New Testament does not divide believers into ‘religious’ and ‘laity’. He finishes this portion of the chapter with four requests to the Father for those people and, by extension, to us. 

The first petition is “that we would be rooted and grounded in love”. The portrait painted by Paul is that the soil in which we are planted is love. Love provides the nutrients, moisture, and all that is needed for successful growth. This love comes from Christ and makes us more like Christ as we grow. We will see that proper knowledge is important but only if the believer is rooted and grounded in love. The Apostle John wrote about the importance of love: No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us. (1 John 4:12) God is love and Jesus is love incarnate so if someone says he loves Christ then he must love God and love other believers. There is no ultimate value in any of our works in this world unless we have the love of God as our soil: 
1Cor 13:1-3 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. (2) If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. (3) And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.

The second petition from Paul is that we would be able to deeply understand with all saints the four dimensions of knowledge of God.  I was curious about these four dimensions until I noted how they can be depicted as a cross, representing the sacrifices of our Lord Jesus Christ:
[image: ]
The first petition deals with the love that we have from God to develop us as His children. In this second petition Paul is telling us of the great love of God for us. He is writing to people who are already Christians and he wants them to understand this love of God that saved us even when we were sinners: even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved, (Eph 2:5). Paul wants believers to go into the depths of the ocean of love of God and discover truths that we never imagined, much less understood. This knowledge is available for all believers as Paul writes that he wants us to comprehend with all the saints. According to Scripture all Christians are saints and all have access to these understandings of the love of God. 

The third petition from Paul is that we might truly know the love of Jesus Christ that goes far beyond just an intellectual understanding. How can we know something that surpasses our knowledge? Our knowledge is time dependent meaning that we now have a certain amount of knowledge of the love of Jesus Christ or we would not be Christians. But Paul petitions God that all believers might know that love to a degree that continually surpasses what we now know. He desires that we might always be learning more about that great love so that we might always be adding to that knowledge. One way to add to that knowledge is to think of the vast numbers of people who have been saved because of the love of Jesus Christ. Sometimes it may seem that there are only a few of us who are saved and we could get discouraged. But read Chapter 11 of Hebrews for a short listing of people who have suffered and died secure in that love. Also meditate upon the following as a picture of a vast number of saved people surrounding the throne:
Rev 7:9-10 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands; (10) and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb."
We today are a small number of those saved because of the great love of Jesus Christ. 

The fourth petition of Paul in this verse is that we might be totally filled to all the fullness of God. Note that Paul does not say with the blessings of God. The fullness of God involves all of His attributes.  Obviously we cannot be filled with all the incommunicable attributes of God (omnipotence, omniscience, immutability, etc.) but it is possible for us to be filled with all the communicable attributes of God. One of these attributes is holiness for God is holy and He commands us to be holy (1 Peter 1:16). Other such attributes are righteousness and justice, and certainly believers should strive to be filled with those qualities in all that we do. Other communicable traits of God appear as “fruits of the Spirit”: But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, (23) gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. (Gal 5:22-23). Certainly these attributes of God are attainable for Christians because of the sacrifices and love of Jesus Christ, so praise Him today.
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Eph 3:20-21 Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, 21to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.
He closes this section with a great benediction that goes down to us meaning to all generations forever.  Note that the benediction says that God is able to do beyond our understanding of what He can do through the power that dwells within us, God Himself.  There is no justification for us to ever have a “pity party” for ourselves!  
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