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“Ephesians 3:11-13”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Eph 3:11-13 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him. 13Therefore I ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations on your behalf, for they are your glory.
“This” is the unfolding of the mystery of how “all” people would be given equal access to the Holy God accomplished through the work, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We don’t need a worldly priest to have access to God. We, the children of God, have confident access to God through our great High Priest Jesus Christ (Heb 7:12-23).  Note particularly the following:
Heb 7:24-27 but He [Jesus], on the other hand, because He abides forever, holds His priesthood permanently. 25Hence, also, He is able to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 26For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens; 27who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins, and then for the sins of the people, because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.”
Obviously there were many priests under the old covenant because each of them would die and have to be replaced. The historian Josephus states that there were 83 high priests from the time of Aaron to the destruction of the Temple in AD 70.  This new priesthood is superior because Jesus lives forever, and there are no successors. Jesus lives forever and His priesthood is also forever. The word translated as “permanently” in Heb 7:24 also carries the meaning of inviolable or unchangeable. Verse 25 is very comforting to those of us who are “in Christ”.  Paul made a similar comment: Who will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies; who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. (Rom 8:33-34)  The one-time sacrifice of Jesus for the sins of His people is the final sacrifice that sustains our salvation forever. That is not to imply that He does nothing further for us in heaven. In Heb 2:17 we read that Jesus made atonement for His people’s sins and strengthens them in the face of temptation (also read Luke 22:31-32; John 17:11). In Heb 4:15 we read that He sympathizes with our weaknesses and supplies mercy and grace as needed. Of course Jesus and the Holy Spirit are also involved in our progressive sanctification (1 John 1:9; 2:1-2), which is one aspect of salvation’s three components: justification, sanctification, and glorification.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We can come boldly and confidently to Him (Eph 3:12) because our coming is not based on anything that we may have done or not done, but totally upon the mercy of God: So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy. (Rom 9:16)
Paul also wrote of the intercession of Jesus and note that He intercedes for the saints: and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. (Rom 8:27) The portrait is not of Jesus continually offering intercession for us as we continue to sin (sinners) but rather that His very presence seated at the right hand of the Father for those who are in Him is all that is needed. He is interceding for the saints (those who are already in Christ). The Father is not sitting in heaven in hostility toward those whom Jesus has saved from His wrath (John 3:36). Before Holy God all of those in Christ have only the righteousness of Jesus due to double imputation (2 Cor 5:21; Rom 3:26). Certainly those in Christ still have a sin nature that is being reduced and replaced with a Christ nature as we are progressively sanctified. 

Because of this great truth of God, we have confidence in the promises of God even when we see His people undergoing great hardships and even death. We look at the way the Apostles were treated by the world, and certainly the horrible death of our Lord as proof that all they have done is for our glorious benefit. There is no promise of worldly success for any of God’s people before the time of the second coming of Jesus Christ. We should work for the spiritual betterment of God’s people and not so concerned with our worldly needs as clearly stated by Jesus:

Matt 6:31-33 "Do not be anxious then, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'With what shall we clothe ourselves?' 32"For all these things the Gentiles eagerly seek; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33"But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.”
God has promised to take care of the needs of His people as we truly put His kingdom and the total application of Jesus’ righteousness in our lives first on our list of priorities.  However we are also promised tribulations because we are living in a world that refuses to accept Christ as the truth. We see this promise in the following and other Scripture verses:
         John 16:33 "These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world."
         Rom 5:3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance;
         Rom 12:12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,

This promise of taking care of our basic needs and the promise of tribulation may sound contradictive, but that is only because we do not yet totally have the mind of Christ and the total focus of history on the church of Jesus Christ. God truly cares for each of His children in ways that we can only guess, but our rewards await us in heaven. 
