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“Ephesians 3:8-10”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Eph 3:8-10 To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, 9and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God, who created all things; 10in order that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.

No longer do the non-Jews have to first become Jews to receive the blessings of God.  Paul has been chosen by God to preach to these newly selected people (now included explicitly in the “all”) and to illuminate to the world the ways in which every person on the face of the earth should now be reached for the Kingdom of God. These two assignments will be done by Paul so that all the church – and certainly the rulers of the church – will know that God has so spoken in the initiation of this new economy of God.  Certainly Paul would say that he was the very least of all the saints because of his background prior to his conversion and because he had not always walked with the Lord during His existence on earth.  Luke records some of the persecution of the church by Paul before his regeneration:
Acts 8:1-3 Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him [Stephen] to death. And on that day a great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. (2) Some devout men buried Stephen, and made loud lamentation over him. (3) But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison.
Acts 9:1-2 Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, (2) and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.

Jesus told Paul that he was persecuting Him when he was persecuting the church: and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?". (Acts 9:4) But it was through this great theologian, who was allowed to see the plan of God in an understanding that a non-Jew could not experientially understand, that God brought the Gospel message to the non-Jews.  Paul’s great Jewish background and education, coupled with the opening of his eyes in a spiritual birth (Acts 9:3-19), allowed him to experientially understand God’s plan.  As a non-Jew, I did not have all of the historical Jewish background in my development, and so I depend upon the writings of Paul and his references to the Old Testament Scripture to try to understand the full development of history by God.  Mankind tries to understand and make some sense of history from a perspective that excludes God.  They have been very unsuccessful in making any sense out of the unfolding of history with all the wars and cruelty to mankind by mankind.  Some historians have said that there is no ultimate sense to history, but that history is just the unfolding of events without any connectivity.  Some of these historians and philosophers have developed a very pessimistic view of the past, present, and future of mankind.  Others have tried to view the historical development of mankind into some sort of super race whose actions will result in a time of total equality of all people and that peace will prevail in this future.  Taking a close look at all the horrors going on the world in 2014 and at how mankind has “progressed” toward the current state of existence does not validate such a hypothesis.

In verse nine, Paul states that he has been given the grace to bring light to the world about the administration of this mystery. By bringing light he means to illuminate the meaning of the plan that God has for the world. The plan is that the gospel is available to people of all kinds throughout the world and that is the only hope the world has for being saved from chaos. Some might argue that many wars have been fought over Christian principles and that is certainly true, but such were waged by wrong interpretations and applications of those principles. Paul goes on to state that God’s plan has existed before creation. God hid the plan until the time of the ascension of Jesus. Paul states that the plan was hidden even from the angels (principalities and powers in heavenly places). Apart from this plan of God, there is no hope for the world. This does not mean that peace will come on earth by the ethical teachings of Jesus Christ. If that were possible He would not have had to die on the cross and take the wrath of God for the sins of His people. He could have just taught the ethical “secrets” and then gone back to His heavenly home. If that were so, the law that God gave to the children of Israel through Moses would have solved all the problems and brought everlasting peace. Nobody but Jesus Christ could keep those laws. The problem of there not being peace in the world is the heart of man for no one is capable of understanding the true teachings of Christ unless he has been regenerated: But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. (1 Cor 2:14).  God must first change the heart before God’s redemptive plan can be understood and applied. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We Christians look at history, and certainly Paul is discussing this in this great book, with the church of Jesus Christ as the focal point, and we date history with a past view (BC) and a present still unfolding timeline (AD).  The world tries to change this dating to BCE (before the current era) and CE (the current era) so as to remove Christ from history.  The Jewish calendar is totally forward looking from a deduced date of the creation of the world because they did not accept Jesus as the Messiah.  Certainly in this text Paul is justifying our BC/AD calendar with the new era of the extension of the promise of salvation directly to “all”.  The angels in Heaven are still watching as this unfolds, and they too are eagerly waiting for the time when the Messiah Himself, Jesus Christ, will return to rule earth with His saints who have been being born into the Kingdom since the time of Adam and Eve.

