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Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Eph 3:1-3 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- 2if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace which was given to me for you; 3that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief.

The reason is given in the last four verses of chapter 2 that we just studied.  The reason is that God is offering salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ, to all who are in Christ.  Those who have not heard of this stewardship to the Gentiles that God gave to Paul would be those who have not yet received this blessing from God.  His statement “wrote before in brief” may mean that there was another letter or it could just refer to those previous four verses.  Here he refers to a mystery that was revealed to Him by God.  The word “mystery” means an existing knowledge or event revealed to those those who have been given the insight to understand.  He says that it is also what he just briefly wrote about.  In the next few verses he elaborates on this “mystery”.
Eph 3:4-7 And by referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; 6to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, 7of which I was made a minister, according to the gift of God's grace which was given to me according to the working of His power.
Here is the “mystery”:  the Gentiles are “fellow heirs”, “fellow members of the body”, and “fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel”.  We saw before how the wall was destroyed dividing the Court of the Gentiles from the remainder of the Temple area and how the veil was torn from the top down that restricted access to the Holy of Holies to only the Jewish priests and to only one of them once each year on the Day of Atonement.  God made it clear from the beginning that all the families of the earth would be included in His blessing: “And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Gen 12:3)
However, as we have discussed before, before the coming of Christ, some converts thought that someone had to first come under the Abrahamic Covenant before he/she could receive the blessings of God.  This sign of having become one of the covenant people was circumcision of the males.  However, with the coming of Jesus Christ, we have a new covenant of God. The blessings of God are available to whomever He chooses: male, female, Jew, Greek, free, slave!  It is difficult for us to imagine what a “sea change” this was in the perceived workings of God in bringing His salvation to His people. America has experienced some minor analogous events such as the allowing of women to vote and the emancipation of slaves. Total equality for all people is still being worked out in this country, but this is still not nearly as big a deal as the equality of Jews and Gentiles before the Holy God. Hitler had his superior race concept and the killing of the Jews, but as awful as that was, it still is not in the same “ball park” with the concept of separation of Jews and Gentiles.  Paul clearly states that God made him a minister explicitly to the Gentiles in this newly offered grace to them. We will examine this gift in the next few verses. Let’s look at each of these three separate revelations as stated by Paul in these verses.
1. Fellow heirs
We see this concept also in Gal 3:29, Titus 3:7, and Rom 8:17.  This promise of inheritance is for all Christians regardless of what they were before being born again.  There are no second-class citizens in heaven.
2. Fellow members of the body
This verse states that we all are members of the church body and being built together to become a Holy Temple for God as told at the end of Chapter 2.  We are also told in 1 Corinthians chapters 12 and 14 and other places how members are given different gifts that are to be used to edify and establish the entire body.  All members of the body of Christ must work to have good relationships with each other and to care deeply about each other.  It does take a spirit-filled person to put the needs of fellow Christians above his/her needs, but that is what we are called to do.
3. Fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel
This is a wonderful statement.  All of God’s chosen people (Jew, Gentile, all races, male and female, free and slave, rich or poor, and any other man-conceived differences) receive the same promises in Jesus Christ as told in the gospel.  We are all equal before God, but we must strive to see others as equal before God in our own eyes.
The “mystery” is that, through Jesus Christ, God worked out His promise of Gen 12:3.  This “mystery” was such a shocker to the people of that time that Paul and Peter had to explain it several times using the word “all” to refer to both Jews and Gentiles such as in 1 Tim 2:4; 1 Tim2:6; Titus 2:11; 2 Peter 3:9. This concept of equality between Jew and Gentile also caused Paul to write: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek”. (Rom 1:16)
Since many people think that the “all” means that everyone will be saved based solely upon their choices, the reader is referred to the following paper for a further discussion on the topic of “all” http://LivingTheology.com/All.  However Scripture is very clear that man cannot and will not choose God on his/her own initiative (see our study on Ephesians chapter one) and that God gives faith and Jesus is the author and perfecter of faith (Heb 12:2).  See the following article for more discussion on faith: http://LivingTheology.com/Faith.
This is a challenging study. My prayer is that we will believe in God and believe God’s word. 

