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“Ephesians 2: 21-22”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Eph 2:19-22 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, (20) having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, (21) in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, (22) in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

Last week we discussed the church as fellow members of the saints, and as members of God’s household (His family). The third aspect of the church that Paul addresses in these verses is God’s Temple, and Paul spends more time on this metaphor of the church.

A. The Foundation
As with any building, the foundation is the most important part.  A structure built on a faulty or weak foundation will not stand.  Jesus made that point in the following:

Luke 6:48-49 “he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation upon the rock; and when a flood rose, the torrent burst against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well built.  But the one who has heard, and has not acted accordingly, is like a man who built a house upon the ground without any foundation; and the torrent burst against it and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great.”

So we see in our Ephesian verses that Paul is clear that the foundation of the church is the teaching of the apostles and prophets. (Eph 2:20a). This teaching goes back to the Old Testament time and we in the modern church must remember that total foundation laid for us. 

B. The Cornerstone
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus Christ Himself is the corner stone (Eph 2:20b).  Jesus applied the cornerstone concept to Himself quoting from Psa 118:22: “Jesus said to them, "Did you never read in the Scriptures, 'The stone which the builders rejected, This became the chief corner stone; This came about from the Lord, And it is marvelous in our eyes'?” Matt 21:42 Jesus told Peter that the church would be built upon Him (not Peter): “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades shall not overpower it.” (Matt 16:18) Paul also wrote that the rock was Christ: and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ. (1 Cor 10:4) This everlasting rock is also stated in: Trust in the LORD forever, For in GOD the LORD, we have an everlasting Rock. (Isa 26:4)
The cornerstone determines the entire dimensions and orientation of the building.  Thus God Himself has set up the church, determined its direction and orientation in all of time, and continues to build it with additional stones as a perfect Temple for Himself.

C. The Living Stones
This concept is also taught in: “you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” (1Peter 2:5) Paul continued to add to this concept in his writings: Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are. (1Cor 3:16-17) There are two Greek words for temple.  One word is hieron that includes all of the temple areas, and naos that denotes the sanctuary or the dwelling place of God.  Paul uses the word naos here as he is clearly referring to our bodies as a place where God, in the form of the Holy Spirit, lives.  The word naos is singular but the word here for you is plural.  We will see below in 1 Cor 6:19 that an individual believer is the temple of God, but here he is saying that the entire group of God’s children form the temple of God. Christians are singularly and collectively the temple of God.  Paul continued to add to this discussion in the following:
· 2Cor 6:16 Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.
· 1Cor 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

We Christians are one with the Lord and we must be careful where we take that temple. We are to constantly glorify God with all that we have and that includes our body. Paul points out that the Holy Spirit living within us is a gift from God and since the Holy Spirit lives within us we cannot now claim that our body is our own. So the argument “I can do with my body what I wish” is not acceptable for a Christian. For a Christian, his body belongs to the Lord!  Our body was bought with the price of the crucifixion of Jesus. Since our body is no longer our own and since it was bought with the price of the blood of Jesus we should treat it as what it really is and always glorify God with it. The Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed in A.D. 70 and will not be built again, for in the New Jerusalem there will be no need for a temple other than God and His people: I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. (Rev 21:22)

The church has been under construction since the beginning of time with His prophets, Jesus Christ, the apostles, and other individual Christians. We can begin to understand what a monstrous thing it is to add to the church in an extra Biblical fashion. The entire church is built upon the truth of God, and any attempt to modify it to the ideologies of man will certainly be rejected by God. We should pray for the purity of our local church so that it remains true to the foundation, the corner stone, and the living stones placed in His temple by God Himself. 
