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“Ephesians 2: 17-22”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Eph 2:17-18 “And He came and preached peace to you who were far away, and peace to those who were near; for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.”

Jesus preached peace with God to both the Gentiles (those who were far away from the tribe of Israel and the Law) and to the Jews (those who were near to the Law). Now through Jesus we “both” (Jew and Gentile alike) have access to God the Father in the Holy Spirit. This verse is also a great statement of the blessed, holy Trinity. It is through Jesus that we have access to the Father through the Holy Spirit. The Father planned salvation, the Son met all requirements for salvation (John 17:4 "I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do”.), and the Holy Spirit applied it to us individually and to the church. Knowing that we have access to the Father is an amazing concept that should humble us: Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (Heb 4:16). There are many religions in the world but there is only one that teaches its followers have direct access to God through Jesus Christ: Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.”  (John 14:6) 
Christians have access to the Father while living on earth. We look forward to that time when we see Him without a veil but we are to enjoy Him now. What a blessing! 

Eph 2:19-22 “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, 20having been built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, 21in whom the whole building, being fitted together is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.”

After the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the people of God are now citizens of Heaven.  We are now children of God (John 1:12).  Chapter one illustrated the plan of salvation from God’s perspective.  Chapter two illustrates the plan of salvation from our perspective, and we see the culmination here with the emphasis on the church, as is the entire book of Ephesians.  The word “church” is not used in these verses, but three aspects of it are present and are briefly discussed below. 

1. The Kingdom of God

This truth about the church is the first one conveyed in these verses: “you are fellow citizens with the saints”.  We pray for this aspect of the church every time we pray the “Lord’s Prayer” (really the Disciples’ Prayer).  I discussed this in a letter (LT1240) but briefly let’s look at it again. A question is: Was The Kingdom of God past (God’s rule over Israel), present (remember the preaching of John the Baptist, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.", (Mark 1:15) or future (we pray that “thy Kingdom come” in the prayer taught by Jesus)?  I quickly dismissed the concept of the Kingdom as just being in the past, for why else would God have sent Jesus and why do we have so many Scripture verses teaching us about the Kingdom in the present tense such as that above by John and the following by Jesus: “But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.” (Matt 12:28) Here certainly Jesus is saying that the Kingdom of God has entered the world, which excludes it as having come earlier other than in the eternal plan of God. 

Then we are left with considering whether the Kingdom came when Jesus came or will it come in the future.  Certainly the answer is “yes” for it came with Jesus in a spiritual sense and it will come in the future in a physical sense also.  Paul also taught that the Kingdom of God is very different from what man normally thinks of a kingdom:  for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. (Rom 14:17) Christians entered the Kingdom of God when the righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit entered their life.  This is also part of the explanation of a verse we have already studied: “and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus,” (Eph 2:6).  So when a person is regenerated, he enters the Kingdom of God. 

2. The Family of God

This is the second aspect of the church introduced by Paul in these verses (“and are of God's household”).  There are only three ways to enter a family: one can be born into it, adopted into it, or married into it.  This concept seemed so important to me that I wrote two papers on it that are available on my web site at: http://livingtheology.com/Family.htm and http://livingtheology.com/Adoption.htm. 

Our rebirth makes us children of God: “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,” (John 1:12) And then, as we have already seen, we are adopted by God into His Family:  "He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will."  (Eph 1:5) 

The concept of being adopted into the Family of God is overwhelming.  We should all spend the rest of our lives praising God for what He has done for us.  We also have obligations as part of the Family and I discussed some of these in my paper on “The Family of God”.  God expects a different behavior from His children. Note that behavior does not allow one to become a child of God. But being a child of God, we have certain guidelines for behavior that are expected of us by God. God will discipline His children when their behavior is not in accord with those guidelines (Heb 12:6-8). Discipline is not pleasant (Heb 12:11), but afterwards the love in the family is even stronger than before as we understand the love of God and our responsibility in His Family. 
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The third aspect of the church that Paul addresses in these verses is God’s Temple, and Paul spends more time on this aspect of the church. God willing, we will finish this discussion next week. 
