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“Peace: Ephesians 2: 14-16”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Eph 2:14-16 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, (15) by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, (16) and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity.

As stated last week, in context Paul is speaking specifically to the Gentiles but, in principle, these verses apply to everyone who has been regenerated. There are two groups of people in the world: the saved and the lost. The main point of these verses is that Jesus Christ is our peace. This great announcement was made at the birth of Jesus: And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.” (Luke 2:13-14)  I have seen this last verse quoted many times but with the last few words omitted: with whom He is pleased. We cannot omit the application of that peace because it is only for those with whom God is pleased. God is only pleased with those to whom He has given faith so that they can receive the double imputation of having their sins paid for by Jesus Christ and His righteousness put into their account before God. God is then pleased with us because we are in Christ and we have this wonderful peace with God. Paul made this point of peace with God through Jesus Christ clearly in these verses:

Rom 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
Col 1:19-20 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.

Many people misunderstand this peace even though Scripture makes its meaning perfectly clear as stated by Jesus: "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. (John 14:27). The phrase “peace be with you” is still a standard greeting between Jewish friends when they meet and part. However this statement regarding peace is very different from a worldly peace. This peace would banish all worry and anxiety for this spiritual comfort fulfills all proper desires. The world cannot offer this kind of peace for people will always have ups and downs in life and such experiences add and take away worldly peace. But the peace of God allows a believer to live at a constant level of peace regardless of external conditions. Believers must allow this peace to constantly reside: “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.” (Col 3:15) Jesus was very clear as quoted by Matthew that peace as known by the world is not His goal:
Matt 10:34-36 "Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. "For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man's enemies will be the members of his household. 
Looking at history, and at events in the world today, we see many conflicts over different understandings of the concepts of religion. There can never be peace among men unless they are made Christians so that the teachings of the Bible can be literally applied equally to all Christians. Jesus made peace by breaking down the barrier of the dividing wall (Eph 2:14).  As previously written, the temple consisted of many barriers and partitions and God gave precise rules for its construction. God then divided people into two groups. One of the groups was the special people from Abraham, called the Jews. God would bless them only if they obeyed His laws. Verse 15 says that Jesus abolished this enmity of the special laws such as the ceremonial law, the meal offerings, etc. as described in Leviticus and elsewhere. So where does the enmity come in? God did not set all of His laws to create an enmity but so that His people might bear witness of Him and His way of salvation to the world (Exodus 9:16). The enmity arose because the people used their sin nature to interpret God’s act to say that only they were special and all other people were dogs. We see many such partitions today between the Jews and the Gentiles and between people in the Christian churches. God has blessed His church by giving members various gifts, but rather than thanking people for using those gifts for the edification of the church many do as Paul warned: Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another. (Gal 5:26)

There can never be true peace unless all such enmities are destroyed, and that was done by Jesus. Salvation is not through obedience to the Law but through Jesus Christ. Any causes for enmity have been destroyed by Him. The Jew who understands the doctrine of Christ no longer separates himself according to any ceremonial laws, and the Gentile understands that there is no distinction between him and the Jew. The only way to the Father is through Jesus: 
· John 14:6 Jesus *said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
· John 1:17 For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.
· Gal 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love.
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There is no need for the ceremonial laws and the rituals of the Jews for all were types fulfilled by Jesus Christ. People should never have seen them as the goal but as a means to lead them to Jesus. All these laws were physically destroyed in 70 A.D. with the destruction of the temple. There is now only Jesus our High Priest and no human priesthoods or material offerings and sacrifices but access to God is only through the one Mediator between God and man: 
Heb 4:14-16 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. (15) For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. (16) Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
