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Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Eph 2:13 “But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

In context, Paul is speaking specifically to the Gentiles, but in principle, it applies to everyone before being born again because we were all initially far from God. As Paul wrote in the beginning of this chapter we were so far from God that from His perspective we were dead. God made us alive together with Christ so that everyone in His family has been brought near by the blood of Christ: even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved) (Eph 2:5). 

Paul elaborates upon how we “all” (Jews and Gentiles) were brought into the family of God.  “But now” is in contrast to verse 12: remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. The work of bringing both groups of people into the family of God was done by Jesus Christ. The power that makes anyone a Christian is exactly the same that resurrected Jesus from the grave and sat Him at the right hand of God. The amazing concept is not that many are not Christians but that anybody is chosen by God to be His child. Paul has already discussed the sinful state of every Christian before He acted on their behalf and it is only when we realize the actual extent of our sinfulness and the total holiness of God that we can begin to grasp the magnitude of this miracle spiritual birth. We were first all outside of Christ and then we were in Christ! There are no intermediate stages between the two extremes. Many people were brought up in a wonderful Christian home and never committed murder or any other heinous crimes. But before they were regenerated they were not in Christ and then they were in Christ. The distinction then is not in terms of morality or conduct but in terms of our relationship with God. A person can be an exemplar of all the virtues but not know God: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Rom 3:23). The apostle Paul was a very religious man before his conversion as were Martin Luther and John Wesley. 

At the time of Paul there was a wall of separation between the two races of people. Surrounding the Temple were the Court of the Priests, the Court of Israel, and the Court of women. These were all on the same level, but descending five steps was the Court of the Gentiles with a five-foot high barricade on which were written warnings of death for those Gentiles who proceeded past the barricade. It was Jesus Christ Himself who broke down this barrier and made the two groups of Jews and Gentiles into one. Also in the center of the Temple was the Holy Place and the Holiest of Holy Place with a great veil about six inches thick separating them. This is the veil that is mentioned in Matt 27:51 as being torn from the top down revealing that God Himself had destroyed this barrier so that any of the “all” can now approach Holy God.

“Far off” and “near” are Hebrew expressions describing the positions of the Gentiles and the Jews relative to Holy God. The Gentiles were far off from God but have been brought near to Him by the work of Jesus Christ. This great work was done by Jesus fulfilling the Law, which no man could do, so that the Law was now not the sole possession of the Jew but the Law was completely fulfilled by Jesus so that any of the “all” had a perfect standing before Holy God. In Christ all chosen people of any race are one before God. A Gentile did not have to become a Jew to be a child of God. The Jews were given possession of the Law, but they could not fulfill it to bring them peace with God. 

The Law was the enmity or antagonist between the Jews and the Gentiles. Jews had the Law in their possession, and they thought that made them special before God. The law defined the enmity between all people and God because the standard of behavior required by God could not be upheld by any people. Jesus took up the Law, fulfilled it, and offered forgiveness for all sins and a perfect righteousness before God for “all” people who were given faith to believe. The enmity between God and man was abolished by Jesus’ perfect obedience and death on the cross for the sins of His people. Now peace is possible for “all” those who are in Christ: For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. (1 Cor 12:13) Luke and John also wrote of God having people who belong to Him who were not originally of Jewish descent: 
Acts 2:39 For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.
John 10:16 I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd.
The Jews came near to the mercy seat on which the symbol of the divine presence rested, by the blood that was offered in sacrifice. Now Christians are permitted to approach God with the blood of the atonement. The shedding of that blood has prepared the way by which Gentiles as well as Jews may approach God. We do not go in prayer to God saying that we have no right to go to Him or saying that we are sinners and have done great sins. The way to pray is to go into the “holiest of all” with full assurance of faith knowing His relationship to us and His love toward us through the “blood of Jesus”:
Heb 4:14-16 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
Praise God for His mercy toward both Jews and Gentiles! 
