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“Ephesians 2: 10”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Eph 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

Who are the “we” in this verse?  The “we” are the people to whom Paul has been referring in verses 1 through 9.  The “we” are the children of God who started life as an enemy of God but have been born again so that now we are God’s workmanship as His children.  “We” are not all the people in the world, but only those who have been created in Christ Jesus as new beings.  We are the works of the hand of God and we have nothing to boast about being one of the “we”.  The following verses make it exceedingly clear that we are but the clay that God has chosen from which to make His children.  We are indeed His workmanship.  He is the artist and we are the clay.
· Isa 29:16 “You turn things around! Shall the potter be considered as equal with the clay, That what is made should say to its maker, "He did not make me"; Or what is formed say to him who formed it, "He has no understanding"?”
· Isa 45:9 “Woe to the one who quarrels with his Maker-- An earthenware vessel among the vessels of earth! Will the clay say to the potter, 'What are you doing?' Or the thing you are making say, 'He has no hands'?”
· Isa 64:8 “But now, O Lord, Thou art our Father, We are the clay, and Thou our potter; And all of us are the work of Thy hand.”
· Jer 18:6 “Can I not, O house of Israel, deal with you as this potter does? "declares the Lord. "Behold, like the clay in the potter's hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel.”
Some religions teach that mankind’s works bring about their salvation but God makes it clear through the Scripture that the work of salvation is totally by Him. All of creation is first by God. He created the universe. He created man. Man sinned and God then had a plan to take care of that sin that so damaged His creation. He called Abraham, the kings, the prophets, gave the law, gave instructions for building the tabernacle, and it was God who sent His own Son to take the wrath of God so that others could receive grace resulting in salvation through faith (2:8-9). God creates life out of death when He saves anyone. 

A test of whether God is working in us is that we desire to be more like Christ every day. We want to be separate from sin and the world’s teachings. We want to be a friend of God. Jesus clearly stated how people are to be His friends: You are My friends if you do what I command you. (John 15:14) Abraham was a friend of God: and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "and Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness," and he was called the friend of God. (James 2:23). The love of Christ for us was totally His doing and without any requirement from us. However to be His friend requires some actions from us after we are born again. I strongly recommend a book by Charles Spurgeon titled “Being God’s Friend”. 

Christianity is not a religion of only rules but is a living relationship with Jesus Christ. God forms the Lord Jesus Christ in us (Gal 4:19). This verse (Eph 2:10) is the outcome of the whole as it shows that salvation is intended to produce the good works proving its reality. The works of people have no part in salvation but Christians prove their faith by their works as stated by James 2:14-26 and specifically: For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead. (James 2:26). There are controls of behavior but they are from within. We are indwelt by the Holy Spirit and we walk by the Spirit to avoid carrying out the desires of the lower nature: But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. (Gal 5:16). 

Also don’t miss the words “created in Christ Jesus” for such information is critical to understanding who we are.  This concept of our being just clay and God as the potter, which means that He is totally in control of what we become, was a difficult concept for me.  I thought that surely I had something to offer in this process!  What an arrogant attitude I had, and I continued to have that attitude until God began His process in me.  He wasn’t waiting for me to agree to be the clay, for that would be works related to me.  It was solely in His good time that He chose to work in my life and make me one of His children.  
But also note that God has created us for specific purposes.  We have been created for good works.  These good works were prepared “beforehand” and that time line stretches all the way back to before the creation of time.  These works were created also for the specific purpose that we, the created children of God, should walk in them.  We can also rest in the following verse:
Phil 1:6 “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.”
The “perfecting” is what we refer to as sanctification.  Here we are guaranteed that God did not create us and then leave us alone.  He is still working in us and will continue to do so until the Second Coming of Christ Jesus.  We will study the following verses later, but they are of help here in understanding this workmanship of God that will continue.
Eph 4:11-13 “And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness of Christ.”
He gave me to be a teacher in the church and so I must walk in that calling. You have also been given a spiritual gift and are called to use it within the body of Christ. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]By studying these ten verses, we have briefly seen the plan, the design, and the process by which God develops His children and matures them throughout the ages. Take time this week to focus on how to become a better friend of Jesus. 


