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“Ephesians 2: 8-9”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Eph 2:8-9 “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9not as a result of works, that no one should boast.”
These verses explain how someone becomes a Christian. Nobody can live a Christian life unless he first understands the cause of how he became a Christian. If we are not clear on our origin then we will be at fault in all of our applications. Paul has already discussed in 2:1-3 that, before God acted by grace, we were dead in trespasses and sins. Read 2:3 again to get the true understanding of the state of unsaved people and see if you can find any traits that would cause God to act in their favor. We previously discussed the great word “but” in 2:4 as Paul described how God acted toward His people even though there was no reason for Him to do so other than His own character and purposes. In discussing 2:5-6 we read how God made us alive with Christ and seated us in the heavenly places with Him. Our reading of 2:7 led us to understand the reason for God acting in such a gracious manner toward vile sinners. It was so that His grace might be shown throughout the ages. 

Then, beginning in verse 8, Paul states that this grace of God resulted in our salvation through faith. First note that Paul begins these verses with the word “for”. He is basing these verses on what he has stated previously. The action of holy God’s grace resulted in our salvation through the faith that God gave us. Grace means the unmerited and underserved favor of God. God’s action then is not based upon any human quality. Many people do not understand this and think that God acted for us based upon some quality that already existed in us. This act of grace is clearly stated as not based upon any of our works. We cannot boast of anything that resulted in our salvation.  As we see in the following Scripture, nobody became righteous by an act of their mind (none who understands) or by any works that they did (none who seeks): “as it is written, There is none righteous, not even one; There is none who understands, There is none who seeks for God;” (Rom 3:10-11) Paul also states that nobody obtained justification by obeying the Law: because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin. (Rom 3:20)

God is totally responsible for our salvation.  He regenerated us and He gave us the faith to believe as we read below:

Rom 12:3 “ For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.”
Heb 12:2 “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

Each child of God is allotted a measure of faith, the author and perfecter of which is Jesus.  I have been so concerned that people in the church do not really understand the concept of faith that I wrote an article on faith that is freely available from: http://livingtheology.com/Faith.htm. 
The verses, Eph 2:8-9, are the foundation of Christianity.  If we build upon any other foundation we will have a house that will not stand. The truth is so simple: God is the one who initiates and completes the process of the spiritual regeneration of people from being dead to being alive.  We have no part in this wonderful process. Some may say that we have to believe and indeed we do, but the belief that we have is a result of the regenerative work of God. This belief is part of who we are now as stated above.  Salvation is only through the actions of Jesus Christ. Our belief does not save us; rather, we believe because we have been regenerated. Our faith does not save us in and of itself, but it is a conduit given by God through which we are saved. Faith can be defined as the enabling power of God. We have faith in all pertaining to the true God because He gave us faith that was initiated and will be perfected by Jesus Christ. God saves us by His grace that works through His gift of faith that causes us to believe.

[bookmark: _GoBack]These verses are so clear that we wonder why people deviate from them. The reason is probably because of pride that makes us want to have a part in everything that happens to us. We want to develop a philosophy demonstrating that our reasoning and actions have resulted in our salvation. However the verses above clearly show such logic is false. The Pharisees stressed works and obedience to the Law and so they hated the preaching of Jesus. Jesus said that they were of their father the devil (John 8:44). A wonderful peace is brought to our hearts when we realize the truth of these verses.  Since our present identity is due solely to what God has done, nobody (including myself) can undo what the omnipotent God has done. “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.” (John 14:27)  As stated previously, when we realize that our salvation is not dependent upon anything we do, we enter a rest from any struggle to be worthy of our salvation. But also remember that Jesus said He did not come to bring some sort of universal peace but rather that peace comes to God’s children but His grace actually brings division among the two categories of people; the saved and the lost: “Do you suppose that I came to grant peace on earth? I tell you, no, but rather division;” (Luke 12:51).  We will witness this division until His Second Coming. What a blessing we have from the generous mercy of God. Praise God that, before the foundation of the world (Eph 1:4), He chose us to be His children in Christ and He accomplishes all His purposes. 
