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“Ephesians 2: 7”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Eph 2:7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

Now it is time to bring to a conclusion the discussion on the wonderful truths recorded in Eph 2:4-7. This last verse states God’s great purpose in directing Paul to write this message for the church. We started this discussion by noting that God intervened in our sinful state to regenerate us and to seat us in the heavenly places. Why did He do that? Why did God do all this for the sinful creatures that we were before regeneration? Why did He intervene?  He answers those important questions in this verse beginning with “so that”. This is as important as the word “but” in verse four. Paul states that God is going to show His grace in the ages to come, which includes all ages even into eternity. The surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us is the revealing of the glory of God. God’s glory is the revelation or demonstration of something true about Him. God intervened for His glory and that is the reason for all that God does. 

In the prayer that Jesus taught His disciples to pray they are told to first hallow the name of the Father. Now what does “Hallowed be Thy name” mean?  “Hallowed” means “honored”, so we are asking for God’s names to be honored.  There are actually many names of God and each has a specific meaning such as 'El or 'Elohim, 'Elyon, 'El-Shaddai , 'El-Olam, 'Adonai, Yahweh or Jehovah, Jehovah Sabaoth, and Emmanuel.  We are recognizing that God is absolutely holy and that we should proclaim that holiness wherever we are.  We are not complete in our declaration of God’s holiness by merely saying these words in our disciple’s prayer we are asking that we be helped in our declaration of the holiness of God in all that we do, say, and think. In the ages to come God will demonstrate the glory of His name due to His regeneration of His people. 

Probably most people would say that regeneration of God’s chosen people was for the benefit of the people, but Paul states that the reason is to glorify God. We must learn to think from God’s perspective especially regarding sin. Normally people tend to think of sin in a social context such as gambling, drunkenness, sexual perversions, etc. But the Bible views all sin as a direct attack on God’s character. Satan saw God creating the world and man and declaring that all of it was good, so Satan determined to ruin it by entering with his temptation of Adam and Eve. He was not concerned directly with the two people for his focus was using them to detract from the glory of God. God did not send Jesus to correct some social problems involving mankind but to restore His glory for all creation throughout all ages. The purpose of salvation is to vindicate the character of God. Of course Satan could not ever affect the being of God or His character in the absolute sense but he was successful in the sight of the created universe including the angels and Adam and Eve and their progeny. In fact one basic problem in the world today is the attitude of man toward God. God began His redemption and salvation primarily to declare and vindicate His own glory. Obviously this total restoration will not occur until the New Creation but it rests on the resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ. God sent His son to destroy the works of Satan: the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. (1 John 3:8)  When we begin to think of salvation from this perspective our entire attitude toward God, ourselves, and the world is changed. It is awesome to consider that God is vindicating Himself by something He does in us, with us, and through us! We can begin to think of ourselves having a role in this great plan of God. He put spiritual life into those who were utterly and hopelessly dead so that they could be involved in the restoration of His glory for all creation to see. 

This understanding of salvation also changes how we think about ourselves. We should conduct ourselves in a way that glorifies God: And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. (1 John 3:3) Christians should try to remove themselves from the ways of the world as much as possible. God hates the double minded (Psa 119:113) so we should fix our behavior on being true to His character. This understanding also helps us to understand the absolute certainty and assurance of our individual salvation. If God began a redemptive work in anyone and then stopped it so that the person ended up in hell, Satan could say that God failed and such is impossible: For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. (Phil 1:6) 

Finally we need to turn our attention to the statement that God does all this through Jesus Christ for such is the entire message of Christianity. God deals with man and blesses man only through Jesus Christ: 
· John 14:6 Jesus *said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.  
· 2Cor 5:17-19 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. (18) Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, (19) namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I bolded “in Christ” to stress the thought of God reconciling the world to Himself through Christ. It is through Christ that God is going to show the surpassing riches of His grace. Of course grace is the unmerited favor of God toward those who have no human merit before Him. One way some people have remembered the meaning of grace is to say it means God’s riches at Christ’s expense and that is a good way to end this discussion for one day God will present the glorified church (all redeemed people through Christ) to eternity: that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. (Eph 5:27). All this is being accomplished by God through the incarnation of the Son, the death of the Author of life, the burial of the Redeemer, the resurrection and ascension of One of the Trinity who has always existed! 
