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“End and Overview of Ephesians One”
Past issues of these letters (~400 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]My goal to keep these letters under two pages meant that I could not quite finish chapter one last week. So here is the last portion of that chapter:
Eph 1:22-23 “And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fulness of Him who fills all in all.”

God the Father then put everything under the rule of Jesus and put Him as head over everything that makes up the church. The church itself is the body of Christ; it is the completion of Jesus Himself who fills the church collectively and individually. He fills it and fulfills it by giving spiritual gifts to the children of God who make up the corporate body of the church. We see this same concept of Christ being supreme over everything in the following verses:
· Col 1:17-18 “And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; so that He Himself might come to have first place in everything.”
· Col 2:9-10 “For in Him all the fulness of Deity dwells in bodily form, and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority;”
Jesus is the only one to have earned anything before the eyes of God, and He is God.  He earned His status and He always had it! Such concepts we cannot begin to fully understand, but we know that they are true. The Trinity worked out all that ever has been and ever will be in the creation, and much of it has now unfolded before the eyes of the children of God who have eyes to see and ears to hear. We wait in anticipation of the further unfolding of God’s plan as we work under the direction and protection of Him who caused us to be born again and who has prepared good works for us to do while we wait. 

Overview of Chapter One

Now that we have “finished” a brief analysis of chapter one of Ephesians, I want to spend some time looking at what we have learned. Specifically I want to look at what Paul has been teaching about who are Christians. In the first verse we learned that Christians are saints (1:1) who are faithful in Christ Jesus. The Christian church has only one definition of saints: they are those who are in Christ Jesus. So don’t let anyone tell you that you are a sinner if you are a Christian for such demeans the work of Jesus Christ. We then learned that Christians have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ (1:3). We may be struggling on earth with hardships and persecutions but we are now receiving blessings in heavenly places. Meditating on that verse removes any anxiety about our trials here. 

Next Paul lets us know that Christians were chosen to be holy and blameless before Him before the foundation of the world (1:4). Before creation began, all those who would be holy before God were chosen by Him! Of course there was also a specific time when salvation was applied here. For example, I was chosen before creation but I was not born again until the fall of 1970 when I was 32 years old. I was raised in a home where three generations of people went to church regularly and practiced Christian principles. I thought that I was a Christian most of that time but such did not become real until I was born again. All chosen people must be born again (John 3:3, 7; 1 Peter 1:3, 23). Since Christians were chosen by God, a unilateral act, there is nothing anyone can do to earn or lose salvation. Not only are Christians holy and blameless before God but He also adopted us as His sons through Jesus Christ (1:5). Christians have also been sealed with the Holy Spirit as a pledge of the inheritance that will be revealed so that we are saved forever (1:13-14). We also see in John’s Gospel that all those chosen by God will come to Jesus and they belong to Him forever to be raised on the last day: 
John 6:37-40 "All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. (38) "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. (39) "This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. (40) "For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day."

While waiting for the fulfillment of all God’s plans for heaven and earth, His people are given a spirit of wisdom and understanding of His revelation of truth (1:17). Paul prays for the enlightenment of the eyes of the hearts of Christians (1:18-19) so that they may know: 
1.) The hope of His calling.
2.) The riches of the inheritance of the saints and
3.) The surpassing greatness of His power toward His children.
God brought about all this in Christ when He raised Jesus from the dead and seated Him at the right hand of the Father in heaven (1:20). All Christians should then spend a significant amount of time each day using that gift of understanding to know more about our God. 

Jesus is above all rule, authority, and power and dominion and every other name (1:21). The Father put all things in subjection under the feet of Jesus Christ and gave Him as Head of the Church (1:22), which is His body. The Christian church has only one Head and that is Jesus Christ. At the end time, the purified church will be presented to Jesus:
· 1Peter 4:17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?
· Eph 5:25-27 “………Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, (26) so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, (27) that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.” 

From this one verse of Ephesians, we know that salvation is totally from our triune God and that creation, the fall, redemption, and consummation were planned from eternity past. Since God is sovereign and His plan has been in effect since before creation, there is no reason for any Christian to have any anxiety about what is going on in the world. In the world, we have nothing to fear: "Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. (Matt 10:28).  Our eternity is secure! 
Praise God!
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