Living Theology Friends1420
Leon L. Combs, M.A., M.Div., Ph.D.
 July 20, 2014
“Ephesians: CH 1:15-21”
Past issues of these letters (~400 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Eph 1:15-17 “For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you, and your love for all the saints, 16do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]For what reason did Paul continually give thanks for these Christians?  He continually thanked God for their existence because the Holy Spirit had sealed these saints and they are his spiritual brothers and sisters in Christ. Paul had heard about their faith in Jesus Christ and their love for all the saints. One certain mark of being a Christian is a love for other Christians. Christians love being with other Christians and we love each other with a supernatural love. If someone does not want to have fellowship with Christians then that person should re-examine his/her salvation.  If our heart does not warm at the thought of going to be with people whom we are sure are also Christians then something is wrong. The small Sunday School classes or other small groups provide an environment where Christians can more personally interact with other Christians. In that situation we can shake hands and share concerns and praises with each other. We also share the wonder of unlocking spiritual truths intended by God for His children. As Paul did, we praise God for His work to give all Christians spiritual life and we pray for them. 

Paul also prayed that the Father would give these Christians a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. Paul is praying that the Christians in the churches who received this letter would be filled with the Holy Spirit who would bring to them wisdom and revelation in knowing God. An unregenerate person cannot know the things of God: 
1 Cor 2:14“But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.” 
2Cor 3:15-16  But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart;  but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.
In the corporate worship service we have an opportunity to look over the congregation and see other Christians eagerly listening to the Word of God and praising Him for His mercy and grace. We should also despise hearing false teachings from a pulpit because people are being deceived and cheated of a fuller life in the Spirit: “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.” (1 John 4:1) 

The word “revelation” in Eph 1:17 refers to the revealed knowledge of the mysteries of God (those He chooses to reveal to us). The word “knowledge” refers to an understanding based upon an intimate acquaintance with the teacher. The meaning of this word contrasts knowledge that is obtained by reading a book and knowledge obtained by close contact with a mentor. If you have ever had a tutor in any discipline, you know the vast difference between reading about something and having the tutor explain it to you, particularly if the tutor is a friend or a loved one. The Socratic method of teaching/learning is still probably the best method of helping people deeply understand some topic.  It is a form of inquiry and discussion between individuals, based on asking and answering questions to stimulate critical thinking and to illuminate ideas. It is a dialectical method, often involving a discussion in which the defense of one point of view is questioned; one participant may lead another to contradict himself in some way, thus strengthening the inquirer's own point. But spiritual learning has a prerequisite of a spiritual rebirth as seen from 1 Cor 2:14 above and by Paul as he continues: 

Eph 1:18 – 19a “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. “

Paul goes on to pray for enlightenment for these people of God so they might truly understand the magnificence of what God has done for them and given them. Here we should refer back to Eph 1:3-14 where Paul specifically mentioned so many of these blessings. We all need to meditate upon those verses and allow the Holy Spirit to enlighten us to the depth and meaning of all of these blessings. Salvation is not attained by making a decision or joining a church or accepting some teachings of Christ as wise and so deciding to become a Christian. The power of God must transform the person into a new creature: Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. (2 Cor 5:17) Having been born again (John 3:3; 7; 1 Peter 1:3, 23), this person has the hope of the calling of Christ to guide him/her throughout life. A Christian has the glory of the inheritance of Christ and the surpassing greatness of His power to do God’s work in the world. If we can get a personal understanding of the greatness of His power toward His children our anxieties should fade away. I wrote an article on anxiety that is at: http://livingtheology.com/Anxiety.htm and I encourage you to read it. It is hard for us to “reckon” this magnificent mercy that God has given us and to really know that His omnipotent and omniscient power is lovingly directed toward His children. Every morning as we unfold from our bed we should train ourselves to think about all of these verses and know that they are for us. It might not put a spring in our step, but it should fill our hearts with joy and peace for all of the day. 

Eph 1:19b – 21 “These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age, but also in the one to come.”

What are “these”? They are all that we have read about above!  All of the magnificent events that God has accomplished throughout all the ages and that will be worked out in the time to come have been done in harmony with all the unimaginable power of the strength of God Himself. God worked out the plan that is still unfolding before us through Jesus Christ. To show the universe that this plan was indeed from God, He raised Jesus from the dead and seated Him at the Father’s right hand in the heavenly places. Jesus was thus put above all other rulers and authorities and powers and dominions, and His name was placed above all other names that ever have or will exist. Praise God! 
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