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“Ephesians: CH 1:11-14”
Past issues of these letters (~400 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Remember that the first English bible with verse and chapter notations did not appear until 1555 with the Geneva Bible. Also remember that the first sentence of the first chapter of Ephesians consisted of verses 1-14. We have been studying verses 1-10 so now let us look at the rest of the first “sentence” of chapter one of Ephesians:
 
Eph 1:11-14 (In Him) also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, 12to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. 13In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.

Note that I added (In Him) at the beginning of Eph 1:11, because the sentence began the thought in Eph 1:10.  The addition of “in Him” makes it clear that it is in Jesus Christ that we have obtained an inheritance.  Previously these letters talked about “adoption”.  This is such an awesome concept that I wrote a paper on the topic of God’s adopting us and it is located at http://LivingTheology.com/Adoption.htm for anyone to read.  We are adopted children of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ: “The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.” (Rom 8:16-17)

We are Christians because God worked out His own plan and we are told here exactly what He did to place us “in Christ”. After Jesus’s ascension to the right hand of God the Father, God placed this plan in the hands of a small group of followers of Jesus in Jerusalem (Acts 1). Paul states that he was among the first to have this hope in Christ and then those who also believed were sealed in Jesus by the Holy Spirit. In verse 13 Paul calls this the “message of truth” that is the gospel of our salvation. There is no proper concept of being a Christian apart from this message of truth concerning the Lord Jesus Christ. Some people believe they are Christians based upon their works in the world by helping other people, but that does not make anyone a Christian. God’s way of making people Christians is through the message of truth. Certainly many cults and secular organizations perform good works, but that does not make them Christians. 

A Christian is a person whose entire position before holy God is based solely upon the person and work of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ contained in the message of truth that is the gospel (good news) of our salvation. Paul told Timothy to preach the Word and not just to exhort people to worship God or to live better lives helping others (2 Tim 4: 2, 5). We also read of ordinary Christians who went everywhere preaching the Word (Acts 8:4). To be a Christian means that we came under conviction of our sin before holy God and that we were under the wrath of God for our sin. But after being born again we now have been removed from that wrath:
· John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."
· Rom 5:8-9 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  9Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.
· Rom 8:1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
Paul makes it clear that God predestined this work of putting people in Christ for their salvation and this work was done according to His will. The end result was that those close to Christ were first transformed to the image of Christ followed by others such as Paul and many others who believed after hearing this word of truth. 

Since we are joint heirs with Jesus Christ, Paul then tells us that we have obtained an inheritance (1:14) because of what Jesus did for us according to the predestination of God.  This verse also tells us something about the functioning of the Trinity.  Jesus the Son works all things according to the counsel of the Father and the sealing of the Holy Spirit.  The end result of the workings of Jesus is that the ones who first received the “hope” in Christ would do so to the praise of the glory of God the Father.  Paul then goes on to say that we (all believers of all time who are transformed by the message of truth) not only receive the same inheritance as the first believers, but are sealed in Jesus with the Holy Spirit.  This seal represents the preservation of believers for all time.  We cannot lose our salvation (Rom 8:38- 39) because it had nothing to do with any of our thoughts or actions but because the Holy Spirit of promise seals us.  The promise is for the total redemption and glorification of the saints. A seal establishes the authenticity of a document, is the mark of ownership of the agreement, and is used for the purpose of security. This sealing occurs immediately upon the person believing the message of truth so that all aspects of this sealing is given a Christian unalterably. Paul states that the believer was sealed as he clearly uses the past tense. This sealing should be taken as the same as being baptized in the Spirit so it is something that happens to every Christian concurrent with believing. If one does not have the Spirit, he is not saved (Rom 8:9). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]A pledge of an inheritance was a gift of some sort from the person giving the inheritance.  This gift was to demonstrate that indeed he/she would receive the entire inheritance later.  This pledge can be considered similar to an engagement ring.  In this case the inheritance is from the infinite riches of God Himself.  Also this pledge is a symbol of the final redemption of God’s children, who are His possession.  This pledge is a guarantee from God Almighty that a day will come when the entire treasures of the universe will be given to His children.  The Holy Spirit within us  gives us a foretaste of heaven  so we eagerly await its fulfillment: And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. (Rom 8:23). This final redemption will also be to the magnificent praise of the glory of God.
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