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“Ephesians: CH 1:9, 10”
Past issues of these letters (~400 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Eph 1:8b-9 “In all wisdom and insight He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him”
I am going to combine the verses as indicated above, again because of the original sentence structure.  Eph 1:9 also does not end with a period in our translations, but this is a good stopping point.   God does choose to reveal some of His mysteries to us even though we cannot know all the mind of God (Deut 29:29).  In this verse He is telling us that in His infinite wisdom and insight He does choose to reveal to us part of His plan since before the foundation of the world.  He tells us here that this mystery of His will was purposed in Jesus Christ.
The dictionary defines mystery as “anything that arouses curiosity because it is unexplained, inexplicable, or secret”.  The world further continues to consider such mysteries as something that can be understood by the mind of man if a person has sufficient intelligence and desire to understand the mystery.  However, the “mysteries” of God cannot be understand by an unregenerate mind and are not revealed at all except to His children who are His disciples.  Jesus stated: Matt 13:11 “And He answered and said to them, To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted.”
The “you” here are the disciples and the “them” are all the others who were standing around listening to Jesus.  So the mysteries of the kingdom are revealed to His people and we can understand as much of it as God allows.  However non-Christians cannot understand these mysteries at all.  As we talk to non-Christians we often see total bewilderment in their expressions, as they have no ability to  understand what only God can reveal (1 Cor 2:14).
Jesus, Paul, Moses and others have made remarks about how only those who are born again have eyes to see and ears to hear as seen below:
· Matt 13:16 “But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.”
· Mark 4: 9 “And He was saying, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."”
· Mark 4:23 “If any man has ears to hear, let him hear.”
· Rom 11:7-8 “What then? That which Israel is seeking for, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen obtained it, and the rest were hardened, just as it is written, "God gave them a spirit of stupor, Eyes to see not and ears to hear not, Down to this very day."” (Reference to Deut 29:4, written by Moses).

Also note in Rom 11:7 how only those who were chosen obtained it (the salvation from God through Jesus).  So we continue to evangelize, but we should not be discouraged when many people turn a deaf ear to us, for only God can give people spiritual understanding though rebirth:  For to us God revealed {them} through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.” (1 Cor 2:10)
The Holy Spirit is the One who reveals truth to us, as He is able to even search the depths of God.  Without spiritual birth, even the wisest of people cannot understand the mysteries of God because God has hidden the mysteries from them. One must be born again to even begin to understand the mysteries of God. Before He created the universe, God predestined all of this for us!  Praise God! Plan A continues in full force!  
Eph 1:10 “….with a view to an administration suitable to the fulness of the times, {that is}, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things upon the earth. In Him”
We will use the last two words when of verse ten we discuss Eph 1:11. We are continuing the same thought that was begun in Eph 1:3 and, in particular that was begun in Eph 1:8b-9. The wisdom that God gives to His children to allow them to understand the mysteries of God are directed toward an understanding of God’s plan from before creation until the second coming of Jesus Christ. The word “administration” means the government of the universe.  Before the creation of the heavens time was not measured. Time began with God’s creation. Time will be totally full when God creates a new heaven and a new earth with Jesus ruling forever. When all things are summed up in Christ, all knees will bow before Him and God’s purpose throughout all the ages will be perfectly clear to everyone. However only God’s chosen ones will be pleased to see the truth totally revealed.  

Salvation history is generally regarded as occurring through a series of times or seasons or dispensations. The revealing became total when the fullness of time had come: “But when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, in order that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.” (Gal 4:4-5) We are blessed to live in this time so we can look back on the work of Jesus Christ. The full authority of Jesus extends beyond just ourselves, and covers all the cosmos:

Rom 8:22-23 “For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.  And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for {our} adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.”

I groan for my glorification just as all creation also groans.  After the completion of the church age in which we now live, we will see this glorification.  When will that be?  It is not for us to know:

Acts 1:6-8 “And so when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, "Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?" 7He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; 8but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."

[bookmark: _GoBack]So while we wait, we do as Jesus Christ commanded and live for Him wherever and whenever He put us. 
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