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“Ephesians: CH 1: 7, 8”
Past issues of these letters (~400 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Eph 1:7 “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace,”
First we note that “in Him” refers back to Eph 1:6 and “the Beloved”, so Paul is referring to the work of Jesus Christ in redemption.  The Greek word used here that is translated redemption is “apolutrosis”. This word means to set free or deliver by the payment of a price.  Here the image is of a person who was a slave to someone and is set free by the payment of a price.  Jesus is quoted as saying: “and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:32) and “Jesus *said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.” (John 14:6)

This first verse is misused many times in secular and religious writings. The truth is about who Jesus is and what He did for us.  We can’t know that until we have been regenerated and given ears to hear, but then we shall know the truth and have our redemption.  Redemption is the centrality of Christianity and the word that brings tenderness to the heart of every Christian because of all that is behind it.  The price is the precious blood of Jesus, who died a horrible death on the cross for our sins.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Paul amplifies about redemption in that it involves the forgiveness of our trespasses.  Note that Jesus also said: Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.” (John 8:34)
Since we were sinners, we were slaves to sin and redemption is setting free from sin so that before Holy God we are righteous. This process has been previously discussed in these letters and is called “double imputation” as our sins are imputed to Jesus and His righteousness is imputed to us.  I then repeat the diagram but add the first imputation of Adam’s sin to man:
[image: ]
As previously discussed the first imputation results in everyone ever born (except Jesus) being “in sin” (Rom 5: 12-21). The second (Gal 3:10-14) and third (Rom 3: 21-26) imputation (2 Cor 5:21) result in a person being “in Christ” and then pure before God as seen by:
[image: ]
Note that the account from which this payment is made is “according to the riches of His grace”.  The subtraction of the payment for the sins of God’s children does not diminish the infinite bank account of God!  Remember what we are told in Isaiah: “Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost.” (Isa 55:1) This is grace.
Of course Eph 1:7 is referring to all that God has given His children through Jesus Christ. Jesus paid the price and now we have grace freely given to us. There is no money or other cost required from us because Jesus has fully satisfied our sin debt. Remembering this makes interpreting the two parables in Matt 13: 44-46 easy for nobody can buy the kingdom of God. Only Jesus can buy the “treasure in the field” that is the church and the “pearl of great price”. 
Also note that Paul says, “In Him we have our redemption”.  Again we need to state that there is nothing that we can do to make ourselves a Christian.  Being born into a Christian family does not make us Christian.  Frank and Jesse James reportedly were the sons of a Baptist preacher!  Knowing when to sit and when to stand in a church service does not make us Christian.  Knowing the words to all the hymns and knowing all the Westminster Confession does not make us Christian. Memorizing Bible passages, indeed memorizing the Bible, does not make us Christian.  Redemption is through the works of Jesus only. We will continue to make such statements throughout our study of Ephesians because this message of redemption only through the works of Christ is a message much needed in churches today.
Eph 1:8 “which He lavished upon us. In all wisdom and insight”
Remember that Eph 1 verses 3 through verse 14 were one sentence originally, so we will take the “which He lavished upon us” as a continuation of the previous discussion and use “In all wisdom and insight” in our discussion of Eph 1:9.  Continuing the previous discussion we see that the thought is:
“In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, which He lavished upon us.”  
The dictionary says that “to lavish” means characterized by or produced with extravagance and profusion or to pour forth unstintingly.  “Stint” means to restrict or limit.  So God, by the infinite riches of His grace, has freed us from sin through the work of Jesus Christ and given us all the benefits of freedom with no limits.  We are in infinite peace of being with God forever because of the work of Jesus Christ.  There is no way that we can truly understand this concept, but this knowledge should give us total peace, joy, and gratitude regardless of our circumstances.  With this knowledge we can rest, praise God, and serve Him always giving the glory to God: “And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Phil 4:7) What a peace! Glory to God! 
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