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“Ephesians: CH 1: 5, 6”
Past issues of these letters (~400 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Eph 1:5 “(In love) He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,”
[bookmark: _GoBack]The original manuscripts did not use chapter and verse divisions and sometimes this makes the proper understanding difficult. Remember that such additions are not inspired. The first Bible in English to use both chapters and verses was the Geneva Bible published in 1560. Above, I parenthetically added “In love” for this is at the end of Eph 1:4 (remember that verses 3-14 were originally one sentence). So Paul tells us that what we call Eph 1:3 does not conclude God’s work on behalf of His children. Not only did God choose His children and make plans for them to be holy and blameless before Him (remember the discussion of the letter last week on Eph 1:4), He also predestined His chosen children to be adopted as His sons! What a love! 
We have another of “those words” again here: predestined.  So we need to talk about that a little bit. The dictionary defines “predestine” as “to fix upon, decide, or decree in advance”. So God, in advance of the creation of the universe, decreed that we would be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ. And who is “us” in this action? It is the same “us” as in Eph 1.4, namely the people that God chose before the foundation of the world. So before the creation of the universe, God chose His people and then predestined those same people to adoption as His sons.  I am one of those people! If you are a true Christian then you are one of these people. Such a thought just brings me to my knees in gratitude for the mercy of God. This concept is also sufficient motivation for me to present myself as a “living sacrifice to God” (Rom 12:1). I hope you feel the same way. 

Hopefully the previous discussion on election and choosing sufficiently addresses the challenge of understanding predestination. The predestination of some people to receive this awesome blessing is by the mercy of God and for His glory. Adoption by God was so awesome a concept to me that I wrote an essay on the topic, and it is located at the following site for anyone to read: http://LivingTheology.com/Adoption.htm.  We are adopted children of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ (Rom 8:17)! God could have chosen us to have our sins forgiven and to receive the righteousness of Jesus Christ and then chosen us to be His slaves. But He went the incredible step further to choose us as His adopted children with all the additional blessings that come from being joint heirs with Jesus Christ.  Praise God!

God did all of this for us not based upon anything that we have done or will do, but solely “according to the kind intention of His will.” As we have seen over and over again, God is moved to redeem His children based only upon His mercy, grace, and compassion and for His glory.  In the next verse Paul gives us the reason or motive for God’s actions.

Eph 1:6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

All of God’s actions are for the glory of God!  He is in the process of redeeming all of His children to the praise of the glory of His grace.  His marvelous grace (God’s riches at Christ’s expense) is poured out on His children just because He chooses to have mercy.  God’s glory is a demonstration or revelation of His person and character. Glory includes all the meaning of greatness, might, beauty, splendor, eternity, and more: The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. (Psa 19:1)

The glory of God was also revealed by the presence of Jesus Christ among us:  “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)

As stated in the Westminster Shorter Catechism:  “The chief end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.”  Every chance that we get we need to praise Him and give Him all the glory for His mercy, compassion, and grace.  Because I am naturally so underserving, people should look at me and say “what a great God that He would choose to work through Leon to manifest His glory!”

· Matt 5:16 “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”
· 2Cor 12:9 And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in me.

I am weak, but He is strong. It is all about cause and effect. God’s grace causes all evidence of faith in my life. If I think that my belief had a part in my salvation then I am not giving all the glory to God. If I think that my walking down the aisle had a part in my salvation then I am not giving all the glory to God. If I think that my reasoning had a part in my salvation then I am not giving all the glory to God. Nothing that we reasoned or did contributed to God’s redemptive process toward us. If I could find one reason within myself as to why God would redeem me, then I would have to conclude that I am not redeemed. Give all the glory to God.
Now look at the rest of this verse: “which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.”  This tells us how He blessed us.  Every blessing that we receive from God is through the Lord Jesus Christ.  Paul writes “in the Beloved” rather than in Jesus Christ because God is showing the special relationship that exists between the Father and the Son as was also stated in: and behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased." (Matt 3:17)
It is the Beloved, the eternal Son, Who came down from heaven to live a perfect life for us and to die on the cross for us.  It was also through Jesus that everything was created as we read in the following Scripture: “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in {His} Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.” (Heb 1:1, 2)
Give praise and glory to God through Jesus Christ, the Beloved Son! 
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