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“Ephesians: CH 1: 4”
Past issues of these letters (~400 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Eph 1:4 “just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. ….”

Awesome!  Before God created the universe, He chose us in Jesus so that we should be holy and blameless before Him.  What a plan!  We are still in plan A!  Paul stated in verse 3 that God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, and now he tells us when and how He did this.  The only reason that some people receive these spiritual blessings is that God chose them before He created the universe.  Plan A involved choosing some people to eventually be holy and blameless before Him, and then sending Jesus as the Messiah to live a perfectly righteous life on earth and to take the punishment for the sins of these chosen people.  This plan is the only way that any humans can be holy and blameless before Holy God for it is impossible to achieve any other way.  The plan began before time, was executed flawlessly and His chosen people are still being brought into the family of God.
We now have to discuss some weighty issues; namely, the total depravity of man and the process of God choosing His children.  The total depravity of man is addressed in Rom 3:9-18, Isa 64:6, and Eph 2:1. Please read them prayerfully before continuing. 
· Rom 3:9-18 What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin; (10) as it is written, "there is none righteous, not even one; (11) there is none who understands, there is none who seeks for god; (12) all have turned aside, together they have become useless; there is none who does good, there is not even one." (13) "their throat is an open grave, with their tongues they keep deceiving," "the poison of asps is under their lips"; (14) "whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness"; (15) "their feet are swift to shed blood, (16) destruction and misery are in their paths, (17) and the path of peace they have not known." (18) "there is no fear of god before their eyes."
· Isa 64:6 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
· Eph 2:1-2 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, (2) in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

These verses make it very plain that natural man is totally depraved. This concept of total depravity does not mean that we are as bad as we could possibly be. It means that our depravity affects our total being. There is no aspect of us that is not depraved to some extent.  Ephesians 2:1-2 and Romans 3 clearly inform us about the present condition of an unsaved person. Is it possible that some people have enough deficiency of depravity that they can still choose to come to God?  Read what John quoted Jesus as having said: “No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.” (John 6:44) This word “draw” is a forceful word that would also be used in Greek text about drawing water from a well. One does not coax water to come out of the well! Considerable energy has to be used to draw up the water. Similarly we have to be dragged by the Father to the Son. No unsaved person has any innate desire to choose God. Only God can cause a person to be born again with a new heart and with eyes to see, ears to hear, and a mind that can comprehend the things of God.  

There are essentially four major belief systems concerning the state of unsaved people before God and how one comes to God. These systems are Pelagianism semi-Pelagianism, Arminianism, and Augustinianism. These will be discussed later. Since the Bible uses the concept of God choosing His people throughout the Bible, we must accept this concept. Different denominations will interpret this concept of “God chose” differently.  All of the four systems except the Augustinians and people who have a reformed theology would say that God looked down through all of time and saw who would by his/her own volition accept Jesus as their Lord (sophism).  God then chose these people based upon His foreknowledge of their actions. The question that should be asked about this view is “How could God see something good in someone who could not have any goodness unless God put it there?” If we accept Romans 3:9-18, Isaiah 64:6, Eph 2:1, and John 6:44 we must reject a theology that says that there is any innate goodness in mankind and, that without the intervention of God, nobody would choose God.  Rom 9:16 (“So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy.”) is so clear that whomever God chooses, He does not do it on the basis of what the person thinks (wills) or does (runs). The choosing by God’s mercy is entirely based upon God’s desires.  People are often quick to say, “That is not fair”. Whenever someone makes such a statement, the “fairness” is always based upon the person’s definition of fairness and is an obvious outgrowth of an unrealistic view of their sinfulness and the holiness of God. Our state must be compared to the standard of God’s holiness and when we do that, the fair thing to do is to choose nobody! 

So why did He choose some and not others? We have to say that we do not know why He chose some particular individual, but we do know His reason for the choosing. The reason is clearly stated in Eph 1:5, 6 and we will look in detail at those later. But the reason for His choosing some is for His glory. Whenever anyone asks, “why did God do this?” the first answer is always “for His glory”. Therefore God’s choices are not arbitrary from His perspective.  We will not completely understand this until we are in heaven: "The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.” (Deut 29:29). 

We interpret Eph 1:4 as saying that before the universe began to be created, God chose the people throughout all time that He would allow to be His children based upon nothing but His grace and for His glory. The plan included the living of a perfectly holy life by Jesus as the Messiah and the death and resurrection of Jesus as propitiation for the sins of God’s chosen children. Thus the holy life of Jesus Christ is imputed to us and our sins are imputed to Jesus Christ. By this great, merciful plan God has His children who can stand holy and blameless before Him.  Amen! 
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