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“Repentance”
Past issues of these letters (~400 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

The purpose of these letters is to help us all become better disciples of Jesus Christ.  That goal includes obeying the commands of Jesus. After all, He said: John 14:15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”  (John 14:15) The first command recorded by Matthew as being made by our Lord when He began His ministry was that we must repent: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matt 3:2)

So let’s look at bit at what is involved in our obeying this command of our Lord. Repenting is not optional, but is a requirement for salvation: “I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” (Luke 13:3) Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words tells us that “repent” comes from the Greek word “metanoeo” that means literally to “change one’s mind or purpose”. That dictionary also tells us that “repent” is an action word that demonstrates how people repent FROM doing things against the will of God TO doing things that are in accordance with the will of God.

We will be involved in the process of repentance as long as we live here. Repentance is both a once-in-a-lifetime direction that we take when we are born again, and it is a continual process in which we are involved as the Holy Spirit guides us in sanctification. It is important to understand that the Bible teaches three categories of sanctification. These were discussed in the letter of April 20 entitled “Sanctification” and I urge you to read that letter again, but now let’s discuss that topic again regarding repentance. One type is instantaneous sanctification that occurs when we are born again and God gives us faith. This is also called double imputation as our sins are imputed to Jesus on the Cross and His righteousness is imputed to our account before God, once for all time:
[image: ]
Before God a true Christian is then pure as his sins have been totally paid for by the Lord Jesus Christ and His righteousness for us is before God. The second phase of sanctification is termed progressive and is demonstrated by the next diagram:
[image: ]
As we proceed through life the Holy Spirit reveals areas in our lives that require repentance on our part. We will be continually obeying this command as we turn away from those old ways and turn to the way of God. The diagram shows that we will always be involved in the process of sanctification/repentance as our Christ-Like nature increases and our Adam Nature decreases. Our “Departure Time” is our death. The verses above demonstrate that our double imputation allows us to be seated with Him immediately before and after death:
· Before death: Eph 2:6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
· After death: 2Cor 5:8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The diagram demonstrates that sanctification is not smooth. When we sin, the Holy Spirit convicts us of that sin, we then repent, and continue on our upward path. Although we will sin, we do not practice sin and so are no longer sinners (1 John 5:18). The dotted lines indicate an infinite distance so we see that our most holy state here is still an infinite distance from that of God’s holy nature. Our being declared totally holy in a physical body only occurs when we are in our glorified body at the second coming of Jesus at the third phase of sanctification called glorification. Paul wrote that we must consider ourselves dead to sin but alive to God: Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. (Rom 6:11). He also told us that the Holy Spirit would give life to our mortal bodies at the End Time: 

Rom 8:10-11 If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness. (11) But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 

We will continue to study some of the commands of our Lord and I encourage you to meditate on the above diagrams for we will be using them often. Also be sure to note as we progress on our consideration of these commands that they are commands and not suggestions!  
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