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“Salvation 4: Federalism and Sin”

Past issues of these letters (~400 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

We have examined several aspects of salvation and learned that Christians have been saved from the wrath of God by the actions of our Lord Jesus Christ. But we have not discussed why we need this salvation. What is the origin of our sin that requires the extraordinary act of God sending Jesus to live a perfect life and take the wrath of God for our sins? This approach leads us into the discussion of federalism. 

We are familiar with this concept in a political sense in which members of a group are bound together by covenant with a governing representative head. But what is the soteriological (having to do with salvation) meaning of federalism? The issue is explained by Paul in Romans 5: 12-21 in which the representative actions of Adam and Christ (the second Adam) are contrasted. Adam’s successors were accounted sinners because Adam as their “federal” representative acted on their behalf and death entered the world because of his sin:

· Gen 2:17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die."
· Rom 5:12 “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned—“ (Rom 5:12) 
· Rom 5:14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.

When Paul writes (5:12) that “all sinned” he is not referring to the individual sins that people commit although certainly all people do sin: “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.” (1 John 1:8). What Paul means is that all mankind are sinners because of the sin of Adam that is imputed to everyone. We are not sinners because we sin, but we sin because we are sinners. 

This Christian principle means that all people are born as sinners before they have actually committed a sin. If we were legally neutral before God we would not need a Savior. God placed Adam in the world as our federal representative, and we all share in the consequences of his actions.  This is called original sin, and the result is that all people are born guilty before the judicial seat of God. We are also guilty of any sins that we commit personally and those sins compound our sinful situation. Some people complain about the transgression of Adam being imputed into the accounts of all people who lived after Adam for they think it is not fair. God created Adam and He knew that we would have done exactly what he did if we had actually been in Eden. That is the bad news!

The good news is the other half of soteriological federalism. Jesus is the “last Adam” meaning that He is the federal representative for those who belong to Him. It is no fairer for us to receive the great gift of salvation than it is for us to receive the “gift” of sin:

Rom 5:15-17 But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many. (16) The gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification. (17) For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.

This is God’s plan A! He placed Adam in the perfect location where he sinned as our representative, and He sent Jesus to live a perfect life in a sinful world: “WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH;” (1 Peter 2:22), He died on the cross where He received the wrath of God for our sins. Our sins were placed into the account of Jesus and He was made sin so that we could receive the righteousness of Jesus into our accounts so that we would no longer be sinners before God. This process is called double imputation as stated in letter 1404: 

· Rom 5:18 “So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men.”
· 2Cor 5:21 “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]The most important point is that before the judicial court of God, Jesus was declared a sinner although he never committed any sin. Similarly Christians are declared righteous before the judicial court of God although they are not righteous by their own merit or conduct. These acts of sin and righteousness have no direct bearing on the judicial principle of federalism. As stated in letter 1404, the Law only personalized sin that had always been present in the world since the sin of Adam:

Rom 5:20-21 The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, (21) so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The great summary is that those who believe in Jesus Christ (remember from previous letter what that means) are no longer sinners before God. We are saints as Paul amplified in his letters, such as “to the saints at Colossae” (Col 1: 2) and other letters. We are to walk in the world as saints and testify of Christ knowing:

John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

God willing, we will continue this discussion next week. 
