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“Salvation 3: Propitiation, Regeneration”

Past issues of these letters (~400 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Last week we observed that salvation is past, present, and future. The past aspect of salvation involves justification, the present tense is sanctification, and the future tense is glorification. To better understand these three aspects of salvation it is helpful to look at the order of salvation and to see that each of them involves the three time considerations.  The preferred order is: propitiation, regeneration, giving of faith, justification, acts of faith, double imputation, sanctification, and glorification.  The order is not considered to be stepping stones rigidly followed but helps us in understanding all God has done for His children.  Some overlap will be seen as each of these will be studied individually in the next few weeks. 

Propitiation is the turning away of God’s wrath from His enemies. Propitiation of sins was conceived by the Trinity before creation in what is called the Creation Covenant.  This plan was accomplished in ~A.D. 33 by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It was then applied in time to God’s chosen people.  Those who lived before Christ received it by faith as do those who live after Christ.  Natural man is God’s enemy because of his sin nature and sinful actions, and God’s wrath abides on all sinners (Rom 1:18; 24, 26, 28).  Christ’s death is propitiation to remove the wrath of God from His people: In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. (1John 4:10) Paul elaborated on this act of God to remove His wrath (Rom 3:21-26) concluding with: for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. (Rom 3L26) We then have the wonderful statement upon which every Christian can rest: Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. (Rom 8:1) 

No person can receive anything – not even propitiation – from God while he is spiritually dead:
And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, (Eph 2:1). This spiritually dead person is often referred to as being totally (or pervasively) depraved. Pervasive depravity does not mean that a person is as evil as he can possibly be, for no man has ever been that evil. It does mean that every aspect of a natural man (the non-Christian) has been adversely affected by the sin and fall of Adam and Eve. This condition of natural man is described in many Scripture verses such as:
· Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; Who can understand it?
· Rom 8:6-8 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, 7because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so; 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
God’s agenda must first include our regeneration, or becoming born again, before He places the propitiation into our account.  
Jesus also stated that the sinful heart of natural man is the source of evil: "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders. (Matt 15:`9) Jesus stressed the necessity of being born again from that natural state: Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." (John 3:3)

This born-again event is regeneration and is accomplished unilaterally by God so that those who receive this grace are new creatures: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, (1 Peter 1:3)

Regeneration is the irresistible grace of God whereby His people are awakened from being spiritually dead and given a new heart to love God, new eyes to see Him, and new ears to hear Him.  Jesus often referred to differences between people as some could see and hear and others could not: "But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear. (Matt 13:16) This work of regeneration is done by the Holy Spirit since a spiritually dead person cannot do anything to achieve his new birth any more than a corpse can cause biological life.
· Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,
· Ezekiel 36:26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.

People are passive in this process of regeneration. It is a monergistic phenomenon, meaning that those who are made spiritually alive have no active part in the process. It is also an instantaneous change as God creates within someone a new heart (sometimes referred to as opening the heart or eyes).  Natural man has no desire for this regeneration and even has to be dragged to it.
· John 6:44 "No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.
· Eph 2:5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),
· Acts 16:14 And a certain woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul.

There is no distinction made between regeneration and effectual calling. God’s effective calling changes man’s nature (born again) so he can then submit willingly to Him.  The effectual call of God to His people takes place during the process of regeneration.  Some theologians make a slight distinction since a person who is spiritually dead cannot effectively hear God’s Word.  

When God has regenerated a person, propitiation can be applied and that person will become eligible to receive forgiveness: 
Acts 26:18 to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, in order that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.'
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God willing, we will continue this series next week. 
