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“Revelation Churches: Laodicea II”

Past issues of these letters (~400 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Today we will finish discussing the church a Laodicea and all the letters to the seven churches from Jesus as recorded by John. Rememvber from last week that Laodicea was one of the richest cities in the world so the people measured their wealth by their many worldly comforts and resources. They even thought that they had no need for anything that they did not already have. They had prosperous banks, a successful medical school, and a thriving clothing industry. But Jesus says that they are wretches, miserable, poor, blind, and naked! All of these spiritual conditions seem to be in contrast to their physical resources. Jesus then gives them some guidance:

Rev 3:18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.

Of course nobody has anything of value that can be used to buy from Jesus. However He says that if they could buy from Him they should begin by buying gold that had been refined by the fire of judgment. By buying that gold they would be able to present it to Him. Malachi describes the purifying effect of judgment:

Mal 3:3 “He will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, and He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, so that they may present to the LORD offerings in righteousness.”

Jesus says that only after they received His gold would they be rich. The white clothes would be in contrast to the prized garments of black wool made in this city. The salve for their eyes was probably in contrast to the salve made nearby in Gilead that was supposed to be a cure for many eye ailments. However only Jesus can give spiritual sight:  “And Jesus said, "For judgment I came into this world, so that those who do not see may see, and that those who see may become blind." (John 9:39).

Being naked was a huge shame in their culture but they did not know they really were naked spiritually and would be so revealed at the time of judgment.

Rev 3:19-20 “Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent. (20) 'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.”

Only those who belong to Christ are able to hear, repent, and enjoy fellowship with Him. Repentance is both required of and desired by God’s children, and there are no exceptions to God’s children being reprove and disciplined:

Heb 12:7-9 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? (8) But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. (9) Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live?

Jesus was pointing out that as they exhibited a zeal for repentance, He would reprove and discipline them rather than reject them as His church. He is referring to individuals when He says that if anyone hears His voice and opens the door. It may be that this entire church will not repent but He is willing to take individuals into His family even if the church unit refuses. Of course if anyone hears the knock he has first to be born again so that he would have ears to hear. It is a great privilege to be invited into a meal with our Lord. The Greek word for meal means the main meal of the day and not just a snack. This would be a very great honor to be invited to such a feast with Him. 

Rev 3:21-22 'He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. (22) 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'"

After His resurrection and ascension Jesus has been ruling the Kingdom of God for over 2000 years: “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Heb 12:2)

To sit on the throne with Him is the utmost honor. All who have been born again into the Kingdom of God are citizens under the rule of Jesus and this promise waits our final overcoming. When He says that we must overcome just as He overcame He is reminding us that what looked like His greatest defeat was His greatest victory. We also will face many trials and hardships for His name, and we also will be blessed.

Notice the conclusion in verses 21 and 22 is to all the churches rather than just to one church. The message to each church is different just as it is to our churches today, and we must listen carefully and individually obey. If you have ears to hear then praise Jesus for that gift and carefully listen to His word as given to us in the Word of God.
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