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 “Merry Christmas”

Past issues of these letters (~400 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
This letter was written by my wife, Carol. Please accept it as our Christmas greeting, and may God richly bless you all in 2014. 

Mary’s Little Lamb, A Christmas Message

It is a long and difficult journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem. Joseph is so kind and attentive, but Mary's baby is due any day now. The road seems bumpier and the donkey's gait rougher than ever before. Bethlehem would be crowded with all David's descendants coming to register for taxation. There is so much uncertainty with the baby due any day. Mary remembers the angel Gabriel's promises and knows that she is in God's care. "Just relax, it will be OK," she tells herself.
Joseph is going from place to place looking for a suitable room for them to stay, but all that is available is a stable offered by a generous innkeeper. It'll have to do. This baby is coming!  Does every mother think hers is the most beautiful?  This is indeed one extraordinary child! Mary brought cloths to swaddle this little one, and the only place for Him to sleep is the feeding trough. He is such a sweet little lamb!
All heaven seems to rejoice. Angels appear to the nearby shepherds, and they come quickly to see this amazing child.  How appropriate that the ones who care tenderly for the sacrificial lambs of the flock would be the first to see Mary's baby. Kings will follow the phenomenal star which appeared in the sky, and all who see Him are awed and worship Him. Mary recalls that Gabriel foretold this holy Child will be called the Son of the Most High to have the throne of David and reign forever with a never ending kingdom. How is this to come to pass?
Back in Nazareth years pass and the child grows in stature and in favor with God and man. Family life will follow familiar patterns with brothers and sisters, Passovers and festivals celebrated, and the young man learning His father's carpenter's skills. His true mission lies before Him.
The time has come; there is a destination to be fulfilled. Cousin John announces Him, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!"  For hundreds of years lambs were offered as sacrifices in the tabernacle and the Temple. Sins were symbolically transferred to these perfect little lambs, and the lambs were killed to pay the death penalty and secure forgiveness for the offender. Mary's little lamb is the Lamb of God.  His death will take away sins and reconcile many undeserving offenders to God.
And so it was. As He was unjustly tried and crucified, few onlookers remember the many who were healed, raised from the dead, miraculously fed, or freed from the oppression of demons. Has anyone learned from His three years' of teaching about the kingdom of God?  Mary’s heart aches.  Is this what it means to be the Lamb of God?
In this apparent tragedy, God’s power is dramatically demonstrated.  This Lamb who was slain is resurrected and highly exalted to rule for eternity.  Every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that He is indeed Lord of all.  All heaven declares, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing."
Mary's little Lamb is the Lamb of God, the Lion of Judah, the Alpha and Omega, the Son of God, the Root of David, Lord of lords, and King of kings.
And so, as we celebrate the birth of Jesus we must remember that He lived to die for the redemption of all those who will believe in Him. The miracle of the nativity is complete in the miracle of the Resurrection. God's great love is demonstrated for eternity in the life and sacrifice of His Son, Jesus—Mary's little lamb.
The good news has been told for thousands of years in thousands of ways, and yet it remains fresh and relevant to all who believe.  God loved and sent His Son.  Jesus loved and gave His life for all who believe.  The only appropriate response is to love God with all our heart, soul and strength and to serve him with gratitude and joy.
