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Past issues of these letters (~400 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
There are some events in life which encourage us to examine our priorities and progress. My 75th birthday was September 19 so I am thinking about living to the “fullest.”  We hear so much today about “fulfilling yourself”, “you only go around the block once”, “be all that you can be”, and such comments that I wanted to share some thoughts about living life to the “fullest.”  According to the life estimate tables for the USA, I can look forward to 10 or so more years.  But, as a child of God, I know that whatever time I have left is totally up to my Father.  I also know that the time of my death has been written by Him before the foundations of the world were established.  
 
Psalm 139:15-16 “My frame was not hidden from Thee, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth. Thine eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Thy book they were all written, The days that were ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of them.”

He also established the areas of my habitation before the foundation of the world:
Acts 17:26 “and He made from one, every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times, and the boundaries of their habitation,”

So even before Creation, God established when I would be born, where I would live, and where and when I would die!  My sovereign Lord has also established good works in which I am to walk:
Eph 2:10 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”

From the following I can humbly say that God knows too much about me!

Psalm 139:2-4 “Thou dost know when I sit down and when I rise up; Thou dost understand my thought from afar. Thou dost scrutinize my path and my lying down, And art intimately acquainted with all my ways. Even before there is a word on my tongue, Behold, O Lord, Thou dost know it all.”

So what does it mean for a child of God to live to the fullest?  We certainly are not to have selfish ambition: 

James 3:14-16 “But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.” This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic. “For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.”

But we are to have ambition that will drive us to participate fully in the sanctification work of the Holy Spirit in our life:

2Cor 5:9 “Therefore also we have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.”
1Thess 4:11 “and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we commanded you;”
Phil 2:12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;

We should also have an ambition to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ but not out of the selfish ambition stated in the James quotation above.

Phil 1:15-17 “Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some also from good will; the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel; the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment.”

During a few years around 1990 I preached at some small churches that did not have full-time pastors. I also spoke in our church in Mississippi while we were searching for a new pastor. I enjoyed preaching during that time. I thought that perhaps the Lord was calling me into full-time ministry but that did not seem to be the case. Sometimes I still have the desire to preach but perhaps the Lord is working that desire out with these letters and my web site. The “hits” on my web site are averaging about 14,000/month this year and over 4500 pages/month are printed. Those are fantastic results for my Lord! God’s plan is always the best, and we need to always seek to be “smack-dab” in the middle of it. 

Also, as a child of God, I know that “the fullest” has a very different meaning to me than it does for an atheist.  I know that when I do die physically I will go to the Father. The works of Jesus are credited to my account and all of my acts will be judged by Him: 

1Cor 3:13-15 “each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. If any man's work which he has built upon it remains, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.”

From all of the above I know that I can trust God with a confidence that allows me to not have any fear as I do my best to live reflecting the fact that I am a child of God.  I totally trust Him knowing that He loves me, the work of Jesus Christ has resulted in my salvation, and one day I will be glorified as I stand before Him. So, “living to the fullest” to me means living life with confidence that when I am before Him I will hear Him say to me: Matt 25:21   "His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.'
