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Past issues of these letters (390 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
This letter continues to focus on how misunderstandings of God’s Word amplify people’s thinking about their status as slaves of righteousness.  One problem causing people to make mistakes in Biblical interpretation is to not take context properly into account. The chapter and verse divisions assist in this misunderstanding when readers do not know how the flow around some verse should be considered. People often just take a verse or a series of verses out of context because of not properly understanding the total flow of what is being presented. The following information on when such divisions occurred is taken from http://www.gotquestions.org/divided-Bible-chapters-verses.html:
“The chapter divisions commonly used today were developed by Stephen Langton, an Archbishop of Canterbury. Langton put the modern chapter divisions into place in around A.D. 1227. The Wycliffe English Bible of 1382 was the first Bible to use this chapter pattern. Since the Wycliffe Bible, nearly all Bible translations have followed Langton's chapter divisions. The Hebrew Old Testament was divided into verses by a Jewish rabbi by the name of Nathan in A.D. 1448. Robert Estienne, who was also known as Stephanus, was the first to divide the New Testament into standard numbered verses, in 1555. Stephanus essentially used Nathan's verse divisions for the Old Testament. Since that time, beginning with the Geneva Bible, the chapter and verse divisions employed by Stephanus have been accepted into nearly all the Bible versions.”

For one misunderstanding I will focus on a familiar portion of the writings of Paul: chapter seven of Romans. Many, maybe most, of you will immediately disagree with my exegesis of this chapter, but I ask you to let the Holy Spirit guide you in perhaps agreeing with me. Paul has been discussing the Law and obedience to it in chapters 5 and 6. Then in chapter 7 he writes of a struggle that he had with obedience to the Law. First let me copy the first and next-to-last verses of this chapter:
Rom 7:1 Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those who know the law), that the law has jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives?
Rom 7:24 Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death?
Verses 15-20 of chapter seven discuss the stress that Paul is relating over the struggle he has with obeying the law for righteousness. The question these verses bring to our minds is, “What is the spiritual status of the person dealing with these conflicts?” Theologians throughout the ages have posited the following four possibilities: 1.The person is unsaved. 2.The person is a “carnal” Christian. 3.The person is under conviction. 4. The person is a mature Christian. Most pastors teach that the correct answer is possibility four, and that is probably what most have been taught. 

The following verse can fit with the person being a mature Christian or it can describe a person who knows he cannot obey the Law although he desires to do so: “For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.” (Rom 7:22-23) No one except a born-again child of God or a person very knowledgeable of the Law, as was Paul, is capable of joyfully concurring with the law of God in his inner man. There indeed is a war going within, a spiritual war, and even the Pharisees recognized that battle all of their lives. Before his conversion, Martin Luther was convicted of this battle and struggled greatly with the sin nature as he confessed often while in a monastery. But praise God, there is a resolution to this dilemma, as Paul states in chapter eight and that also comforted Martin Luther.
Rom 8:1-9 NASB Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.  However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.

However I am certain that there is a fifth explanation that better fits the context of these verses. Paul has been discussing the Law prior to these verses and he is now talking of the problems faced by a person trying to live perfectly those laws. This is impossible and such a person would constantly and consistently fail in his attempts to be righteous before God by perfectly obeying the Law. This explanation conforms to the context of chapters 5-8 including the last two verses of chapter seven and the first verse of chapter eight. 

The main problem I see with possibility four is that people can apply such an interpretation to their struggles with sin and think something like: “Even the great apostle Paul struggled with the old sin nature, so I certainly am struggling also. After all, I am still a sinner.” This last sentence is the misconception that I have been trying to get across in the last few letters. Paul never characterized himself as a sinner and neither did he address any of his letters to sinners. He always addressed his letters to saints. 

Christians do not practice sin and therefore are not sinners. Christians do sin but if they are redeemed they will immediately repent and will not continue to practice that sin. If people think that they can still practice sin and be a Christian they are greatly deluded and will face a horrible condemnation from Jesus Christ : Mat 7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'  "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you who practice lawlessness.'  

Read through Rom 6:20-8:4 and with Paul praise God that we are no longer under the condemnation of the Law but free by grace to practice righteousness. 
