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	 “Don’t let past sins paralyze your Christian work.”	

Past issues of these letters (390 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Whatever can cause us to not serve Jesus to our full extent needs to be put away and not be of hindrance to us. All of us have events in our lives that cause us some pain regarding our actions before we were born again. We cannot allow such events to keep us from living a life of glory to God.  One person who had a horrendous life persecuting the church before he was born again was Paul. Before Saul became Paul he was a terrifying enemy of the new church. So let’s think about some of his actions against the church before he was born again. He was a faithful Jew who was devoted to stamping out this new religion that threatened the very structure of his religion. We see in Acts 8:1 that Saul was very much in favor of killing Stephen:  “And Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death. And on that day a great persecution arose against the church in Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.”( Acts 8:1)  After this event Saul severely persecuted the church: 

· Acts 8:3 But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house; and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison.”
· Gal 1:13-14 “For you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure, and tried to destroy it; and I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions.”
· Phil 3:6 “as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.”
· Acts 22:4-5 “And I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and putting both men and women into prisons, as also the high priest and all the Council of the elders can testify. From them I also received letters to the brethren, and started off for Damascus in order to bring even those who were there to Jerusalem as prisoners to be punished.”

As this last verse tells us, Paul even went to the Jewish Council to obtain letters allowing him to bring Christians from Damascus to Jerusalem as prisoners to be punished.  He was not just doing what he was told to do; he took the initiative to obtain more permission to persecute Christians. But as he was going to Damascus the Lord interrupted this fanatic’s actions against the church:
Acts 22:6-8 “And it came about that as I was on my way, approaching Damascus about noontime, a very bright light suddenly flashed from heaven all around me, and I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me,' Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?' And I answered, 'Who art Thou, Lord?' And He said to me, 'I am Jesus the Nazarene, whom you are persecuting.'”

Jesus informed Saul that he was not just persecuting Christians; he was persecuting the Son of God! Paul’s reaction was then recorded by Luke:
Acts 22:10-16 "And I said, 'What shall I do, Lord?' And the Lord said to me, 'Get up and go on into Damascus, and there you will be told of all that has been appointed for you to do.'  "But since I could not see because of the brightness of that light, I was led by the hand by those who were with me and came into Damascus. "A certain Ananias, a man who was devout by the standard of the Law, and well spoken of by all the Jews who lived there, came to me, and standing near said to me, 'Brother Saul, receive your sight!' And at that very time I looked up at him. "And he said, 'The God of our fathers has appointed you to know His will and to see the Righteous One and to hear an utterance from His mouth. 'For you will be a witness for Him to all men of what you have seen and heard.  'Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on His name.'

What a change the Lord made in this man!  Saul became Paul as Jesus reversed Saul’s persecution of Him. Paul was now one of the people he formally would have persecuted.  Jesus came and changed a man who would not listen to the truth into a person devoted to the truth. He now had ears to hear and eyes to see. After he was born again Paul became a vital force within the church as he lived and died only for Jesus. His memories of all that he had studied and done were not erased. Satan vigorously opposed the work of Paul for Jesus but Paul persevered all the time he had left on earth and never let his memories of past sins against Jesus paralyze him as Satan would have preferred. Paul wrote to Timothy about God’s grace in dealing with him:

1Tim 1:12-14 “I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into service; even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. And yet I was shown mercy, because I acted ignorantly in unbelief; and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus.”

God’s grace led Him to give Paul the faith needed to become a child of God, and His grace was sufficient for all of Paul’s sins, even those horrendous sins against the early church. God’s grace is what all of us need in dealing with our sinful life before and after our conversion. Many Christians have done evil against the church before they became Christians. None of us may have sent Christians to prison or been involved in the physical persecution of Christians but many of us have said and done things of which we are now ashamed. Whatever we have done against Christians is the same as against Jesus and must not be allowed to keep us inactive now for Jesus. His grace is indeed sufficient for dealing with our sin and we need to resist Satan and he will flee (James 4:7). All Christians must put aside whatever keeps us from serving Jesus to the fullest and press on toward the goal He has set before us. Never let past sins interfere with your love and devotion to the ministry of Jesus Christ: 
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Phil 3:12-14“Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Press on!
