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 “Salvation: The Holy Spirit”

Past issues of these letters (206 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Last week we discussed the need to be born again and the role of the Holy Spirit in regeneration. Today we discuss some other roles of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is an equal partner in the Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and He has other names and titles such as: Spirit of God (Gen 1:2; Phil 3:3), Holy Spirit (Psa 51:11; Acts 2:4), Counselor (John 14:16; 16:7), Spirit of the Lord (1 Sam 16:13; 2 Cor 3:17), Spirit of Jesus (Acts 16:7), Spirit of Christ (Rom 8:9; 1 Peter 1:11), Spirit of Truth (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13), and Spirit of Grace (Heb 10:29). The Bible tells us that unless the Holy Spirit dwells in a person, he is not a child of God: However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.” (Rom 8:9)

Salvation began with a person spiritually dead (Eph 2:1) who was regenerated (born again), given faith, by faith repented, was declared justified before God, and is now a suitable temple for the Holy Spirit:
1Cor 3:16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?
1Cor 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?
2Cor 6:16 Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I will dwell in them and walk among them; And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.

The Holy Spirit has many purposes in the life of the child of God such as the following: 
· He gives spiritual life to the children of God:  
Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,
· He teaches God’s children the truth about Jesus and the will of God for their lives:
John 14:26 "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.
· He guides the Christian as He convicts of sin and provides guidance: 
John 16:8 "And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin, and righteousness, and judgment;
John 16:13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.
· He gives the power to witness properly to other people:
Act 1:8 but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."
· He frees Christians from the power of sin and death:
Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.
· He gives gifts to Christians for the edification of the church:
Eph 4:11-13 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, (12) for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; (13) until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness of Christ.
1Cor 12:4-7 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6And there are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. 7But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  
· He fills believers to empower them to speak the Word of God.  
Act 4:31 And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak the word of God with boldness.
· He seals believers to guarantee their eternity with God:
2Cor 1:22 who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.
· He will raise their mortal bodies from the dead:
Rom 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.
· New Christians are strengthened by the Holy Spirit to resist sinful desires:
Gal 5:16-18 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. (17) For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. (18) But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.
· He works in exhibiting spiritual qualities in the lives of Christians: 
Gal 5:24-26 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. (25) If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. (26) Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.

As stated above, each Christian is given gifts and it is crucial for each Christian to understand the command to serve the church using the gift(s) from the Holy Spirit: As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. (“employ it” is bolded as a command.) 1 Peter 4:10 

Take time today to dwell on all the above and praise the Lord for not leaving us alone but sending the Holy Spirit: “But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.” (John 16:7) Also pray for guidance in obeying the command to use your spiritual gift(s). 

