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 “Separation from What?” 
Past issues of these letters (350+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. His M.A. in theology thesis can be read at http://LivingTheology.com/ThesisFinalOK.doc
We had a wonderful vacation as God answered prayers for our safety and health. Thank you! I am pleased to begin sending the letters again. My prayers for each of you go with them. 

Although we have missed two Sunday mailings of this letter, I will continue what I began June 16 on the connection between sanctification and separation.  On June 15 I discussed our sanctification leading to separation, but from what are we separated? The church at Corinth became confused about the separation so I assume people in our era might also benefit from clarification. In a letter that we do not have, Paul had written them to not associate with immoral people within the church but they misunderstood him as he stated in a later letter. Paul clarified his earlier teaching:  

1Cor 5:9-13 NASB  I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people; (10) I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters, for then you would have to go out of the world. (11) But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler--not even to eat with such a one. (12) For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church? (13) But those who are outside, God judges. remove the wicked man from among yourselves.

He had written to them not to associate with immoral people within the church.  He was not telling them to establish a monastery and not associate with evil people outside of the church.  We are all to be witnesses to those outside of the church, but when we determine that a member of the church is involved in some sin he is to be confronted as Jesus taught: “If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother.  "But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.” (Matt 18:15-17) The sinner may need to be removed from the church with the goal that he will repent and return to the fellowship.  Paul repeated such a requirement in another letter to the Corinthians: “Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?”2 Cor 6:14

We are not to have any form of fellowship with an unrepentant church member who is immoral, covetous, an idolater, a reviler, a drunkard, or a swindler (1 Cor 5:9-11 above).  Paul is not listing all possible sins but he is listing some that we should readily recognize.  A person who is practicing such sins would not even be a Christian, and so Paul calls him a “so-called brother”.  A true Christian can become briefly involved in sinful activities but he will repent when he understands that such activity is forbidden by God.  Church members are to be particularly alert to any sin of the members and act quickly to deal with it.  The church is to practice self-discipline as it is being purified for eventual presentation to Jesus: 

Eph 5:25-27 NASB  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.

So as we become more sanctified we become more separated in our behavior from the immorality practiced by the world. However we are not to associate only with fellow Christians. Jesus commands His disciples to witness of Him all over the earth: “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”(Acts 1:8) We are to make disciples, baptize, and teach new converts in every nation:

Matt 28:18-20 NASB  And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."

The Matthew verses are often called the “Great Commission” but, in Greek, the only specific command is to “make disciples”. Disciples are told to use baptism and teaching the commands of Jesus to new disciples as the means of accomplishing that command. But when presenting the Gospel to people outside of the membership of the church one needs to be very careful not to become polluted by sin: Do not be deceived: Bad company corrupts good morals. (1Cor 15:33 NASB) The church members at Corinth were compromising their faith to be in good standing with people outside of Christianity.  Paul warns them of the direction of corruption and this is the verse we should always remember.  Corruption flows from bad to good. Any compromise one makes with the world will corrupt Christians.  It is indeed shameful for a Christian to conform to the world as many do today.  Many of our churches in America are identifying with the world by offering “services” that are world-centered instead of God-centered.  Such churches should be ashamed.  

It seems that many of the members of churches in America, and even their pastors, may be called “Christians In Name Only” or CINO that can be pronounced “see no” meaning that the people are spiritually blind and can “see no” truth. Such a group is usually called nominal Christians, meaning they are Christians in name only. As children of God (John 1:12), we are being set apart from the behavior of the world to better serve our Lord Jesus Christ. Be alert for CINO’s telling the truth in love (Eph 4:15) for the church will be presented pure one day to Jesus (Eph 5:27) and we should all be doing our part in that process (Matt 18:15-17), guided by the Holy Spirit. 
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