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 “Sanctification  Separation ” 
Past issues of these letters (350+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. His M.A. in theology thesis can be read at http://LivingTheology.com/ThesisFinalOK.doc
John 17:17-19 NASB “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth.” 

Sanctify means to separate or set apart for some particular function. Jesus was set apart for His function to bring salvation for the chosen people of God. The disciples of Jesus Christ are set apart from the world by the truth of God, which is His word. As Christians are being progressively sanctified they become more separated from the world’s value system and more consecrated to the service of God. They do not become physically separated from the world but their core beliefs are so different from those of the world that they cannot participate in many worldly affairs. Their citizenship is actually in heaven (Phil 3:20). 

There are many examples of how the world’s values are becoming more and more different from those of Christians. For example, today we see that the world is pushing homosexuality in every venue. Churches are ordaining homosexual ministers and marrying homosexual couples in a “Christian” service. The Boy Scouts have admitted gay scouts but not gay leaders yet. However it will not be long before they have to accept gay leaders also for it is inconsistent to accept one level of membership but not another. Such actions by the world are showing more and more how different true Christians are from the world. It will not be long before the typical church in America is no different from the world Our sanctification is a continuous process as illustrated:
[image: ]

The diagram shows that as we progress in our sanctification our Adam nature decreases and our Christ nature increases. Our goal is to become more Christ-like in all areas of our life but we will never completely make that change. . My book, called a Search for Reality (http://livingtheology.com/BookOne.htm), was designed to clearly show how such differences occur and how governments could replace religious organizations with social organizations to help people become more at peace with their value system. 

In John 17:18, the Greek word translated “sent” implies the use of equipment for a definite mission. The words of the Father and His works were the “equipment” given to Jesus for His mission used to demonstrate the character of God in a sinful world. Similarly Christians today have the same witness that has been brought forward by many generations of faithful disciples so that we are also equipped to carry on the mission of Jesus. In verse 19 Jesus is stating that He will complete His sanctification by making Himself totally separate from the world in a physical sense. His standard and example for them will be His willing sacrifice of Himself on the Cross. Paul stated:  “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” (Gal 2:20)

John 17:20-21
"I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; (21) that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]This is one of my favorite set of verses because Jesus prayed for me about 2000 years ago because I believe by faith in Him through the writings of His disciples as led by the Holy Spirit. He prayed that Christians of all ages would be one in the same manner that He and the Father are One. The reason must always be remembered: that the world may believe that the Father sent the Son. Jesus was looking into the future when there would be many more disciples of different backgrounds, race, and customs. His prayer was that all would be one in the same way that the Trinity is one. This unity is based on all disciples abiding in the vine as John discussed in chapter 15 of his Gospel. Paul similarly expressed this unity of body:
1Cor12:12-14 “For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.  For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  For the body is not one member, but many.”
The unity must not be at the expense of contaminating the Word of God with worldly philosophies. As discussed last week, there is one truth and that is the truth as revealed by God through His Son, Jesus Christ. Also as discussed last week, the world will hate us more and more as Christians stay firm with the Word of God for living in this world. We are still in the world but we must not be of the world. Our guiding verse for this worldview must be: “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Rom 12:2) Transforming our minds correlates with our sanctification, so continue to work out that sanctification accepting that the world will hate us more because of that change (Phil 2:12). 
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