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This will be the last planned letter specifically detailing some actions by the Holy Spirit in the lives of God’s chosen people. Today we look at the beginning of spiritual life to that life forever. 

All humans are born in the image of Adam: “When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years, he became the father of a son in his own likeness, according to his image, and named him Seth.”(Gen 5:3) The Bible traces our lineage from Seth to Noah and all people today are descendants of Noah. We were all born physically as a dual-natured person in the image of sinful Adam (body and soul), so to have a spiritual component one must be born again:

John 3:1-6 “Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; this man came to Him by night, and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him." Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born, can he?" Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”

Flesh yields flesh and only the Holy Spirit can yield spirit:  “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,” (Titus 3:5) Only those who have been born again so that one has a spirit nature can anyone enter into the kingdom of God. We did not have any input into our physical birth and so it is also with our spiritual birth.  We cannot control spiritual birth any more than we can control the source and direction of wind: “Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit.” (John 3:7-8)

The Holy Spirit seals those who are born again, which gives them a pledge of their salvation:

· Eph 1:11-14 “also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.”
· 2Cor 1:21-22 “Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.”

This sealing has been compared to a down payment of the promise of eternal life with God. God is the one who seals each Christian and nobody is greater than He. So the seal is absolute and cannot be broken by anyone or anything. Paul and his companions were the first to have the hope of Christ so clearly revealed. We also, from hearing and reading the Word of God, have also believed, been sealed, and were given the Holy Spirit as a pledge. I love the seventeenth chapter of John and the following verse is especially meaningful for Jesus is praying for me and you today because we have believed in Him through the word of His followers: “I do not ask in behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word;”( John 17:20) Christians today have listened to the gospel of salvation through the words of His disciples guided by the Holy Spirit.

Christians are indwelled by the Holy Spirit as they become “living temples of God”:

· 1Cor 3:16 “Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?”
· 2Cor 6:16 “Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I will dwell in them and walk among them; And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”

Finally, Christians are assured of eternal life. 

· 2Cor 5:1-5 “For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven; inasmuch as we, having put it on, shall not be found naked. For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed, but to be clothed, in order that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge.”
· Rom 8:11 “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]No matter what happens to our bodies here, we have a great promise from God that we have an eternal dwelling in heaven (John 14:2).  I am sure that all of us have groaned in our present bodies from illness, accidents, and even evil actions done against us.  The spiritual promises are from the omniscient, omnipresent, omnipotent God who gave us the Holy Spirit to live in us as His pledge! 

Every Christian should then agree with Paul: “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.”(Rom 8:18)

